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Calendar of Events
February — May

FEBRUARY 

Friday 2nd  Knitted Goods Stall - RCH

Sunday 4th  Peninsula – Phillip Island Picnic and Cricket Match 

Friday 9th  UBC Support Office Sausage Sizzle 

Thursday 15th Bendigo - BBQ  at IGA 

Saturday 24th  UBC Blue Suede Shoes Night - Glenroy RSL 

 
MARCH 

Thursday 15th Bendigo - BBQ  at IGA

Friday 16th  UBC Support Office Sausage Sizzle

Saturday 24th Peninsula – Easter Raffle 

Thursday 29th West Gippsland - Collection at Coles, Mc Donalds and BigW

Thursday 29th West Gippsland - Door Knocks 

Thursday 29th West Gippsland - Collection at United Service station 

Thursday 29th West Gippsland - Collection at Traffic Lights

Thursday 29th Peninsula – Street Collection 

Friday 30th West Gippsland - Door Knocks

Friday 30th West Gippsland - Easter Raffle 

Friday 30th West Gippsland - Collection at United Service station

Friday 30th West Gippsland – Golf Day at Warragul Golf Course

Friday 30th All of UBC branches and groups – GFA collection  

Friday 30th Peninsula – Wheelbarrow Push 

 
APRIL

Friday 6th Knitted Goods Stall - RCH

Friday 13th  UBC Support Office Sausage Sizzle

Thursday 19th Bendigo - BBQ  at IGA

 
MAY

Friday 4th Knitted Goods Stall - RCH

Friday 11th  UBC Support Office Sausage Sizzle
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Over the past few months, many 
of the Club’s directors have 

been able to attend Annual General 
Meetings being held across the state 
by our Branches & Groups, and in 
every case, we have been impressed 
by the enthusiasm and passion of our 
members as they continue to raise 
funds towards supporting children’s 
health in Victoria. In many cases, our 
members have been continuing on with 
our mission for many years and their 
dedication must be admired, and in 
some cases, there are new members, 
new blood, new passion putting their 
hands up to continue the proud history 
of the Uncle Bobs Club. The melding of 
this new and old is essential to building 
our membership and ensuring the 
longevity of the Club. To all our new 
members and office bearers, welcome 
and good luck with your endeavours.

The culmination of our 75th year 
was our Gala Ball held recently in 
conjunction with our Annual General 
Meeting at the Riversdale Golf Club 
and what a great night it was as we 
acknowledged our past, but also set 

the sign for a bright future for the 
Club. Two life Memberships were 
awarded, firstly to Peter Mortimer 
from our Nathalia Branch for over 
25 years of dedicated service to 
the Club and to his community, and 
secondly to Emoke Bakacs from the 
RCH Good Friday Appeal office and 
formerly a Club Ambassador. Emoke 
has worked tirelessly in promoting 
the Club at every opportunity and 
ensuring our relationship with the 
Appeal’s office is maintained at a very 
high standard. Andrew McLean was 
also awarded a Plaque of Appreciation 
and a Club award was also presented 
to our Honorary Club Historian Frank 
Hargreaves who has also held many 
executive roles not only with the former 
Eastern Suburbs Branch but also on 
State Committee, including a term as 
State President. Congratulations to all 
our awardees. Unfortunately, due to 
unforeseen circumstances, there were 
major delays in the despatch of our last 
journal with the result that some of our 
members did not receive notification 
of the night until very late (and in 

President’s Report

some cases, after the night), and for 
this, we extend our sincere apologies.

The incoming State Committee met 
in November in conjunction with our 
Planning & Strategy Day, and a full 
review of our Club strategies was 
undertaken, including Club policies 
where updating is required and in 
some cases, where policy needs to 
be established especially in light of 
significant changes where ‘working with 
children’ cards are required, and the 
need to obtain police checks for some 
aspects of our Good Friday Appeal 
operations. As directors of the Club, 
we are strongly aware that, along with 
many other charitable organisations, we 
are faced with an aging membership, 
so one of our major focuses is the 
recruiting of active new members. To 
this end, I am very pleased to welcome 
to the Club our new Membership and 
Fundraising Officer, Stacey Ramadge. 
Stacey has already developed a number 
of fundraising options for the Club 
and has been working with Zahida 
and Ray in bringing these to fruition. 
She is very much looking forward 

to working with all our Branches & 
Groups to assist their fundraising 
activities and grow their membership. 
Welcome Stacey and we look forward 
to your contributions to the Club.

Another major focus of the State 
Committee is engaging with all our 
members and volunteers in any way 
we can, and a number of initiatives are 
being implemented including a member 
and volunteer get together in 2018 – 
watch this space for further details. In 
addition, all volunteers will be receiving 
a copy of our journal in electronic form 
to keep you informed of the Club’s 
activities and our presence on social 
media is being ramped up significantly.

As you will be receiving this journal 
after Christmas 2017, I trust that all 
your wishes have been fulfilled and 
on behalf of the State Committee, we 
wish you a safe and prosperous 2018. 

Paul Etherington

State President 
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Greetings one and all!  Welcome 
to 2018 and we hope your year 

has started with “The Big Bang”!

As we finished 2017 State Committee 
has met to review and tweak our 
Strategic Plan.  This is a living document 
and needs minor adjustments as some 
objectives are met and new ones set.  
The last stage of development is the 
Fundraising and Marketing Plan which 
is the operational aspect to our plan.

Since our last journal, Stacey Ramadge 
has joined the team as Membership 
and Fundraising Officer.  Stacey has 
extensive experience in this area in 
the not-for-profit sector and has 
already scheduled a number of fund-
raisers.  One of these was our first ever 
Head Office sausage sizzle, selling 
to businesses in our local street. We 
were happy with our first effort with a 
number of our neighbours dropping in 
for lunch.  We are grateful for donations 
of supplies and a cash donation to 
support the Club’s efforts.  We will 
continue each month except for January 
and welcome volunteers to assist us.

Some of your State Committee 
members have been assisting in our 
warehouse preparing for the next 
Good Friday Appeal.  Lids have 
been put on tubs and resources 
for our counting room organised.  
We enjoyed Emoke and her team 
visiting us for afternoon tea before 
we finished up for the year.  The 
GFA’s support has been outstanding, 
allowing us to increase our giving to 
the Appeal to extraordinary levels.

We have finalised a Memorandum 
of Understanding with Freemasons 
Victoria to ensure our GFA collections 
are managed professionally, effectively, 
efficiently and safely.  They have been 
important partners each year and we 
look forward to many more events.

As we move into 2018, we expand our 
relationships with corporate partners 
and develop new ways to pursue our 
aim of “Local Giving for Local Health”.  
2016/2017 was one of our most 
successful giving years ever and we are 
focussed on keeping this trend going.

Support Office 
Update

One of the challenges we face is 
the Branches and Groups with 
aging members and diminishing 
activities as a result.  The Support 
Office team will be on the road in 
February to assist in recruiting new 
members and fundraising activities.

Lastly, our recent AGM and Gala Dinner 
was a great success.  We are planning 
another dinner at the Glenroy RSL in 
February and we encourage as many 
of you as possible to join with us for a 
night of fun and great conversations.

Good luck with all your activities and we 
look forward to another fantastic year!

Ray Richards

Executive Officer
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Where are you from? 
Born and raised in Melbourne.

How old are you? 
A little older than early 30’s but 
a little younger than late 30’s

Current Title:  Membership 
and Fundraising Officer

What is your background (occupation?)  
I have background of 15 years 
working for Not-for-Profit 
organisations. All of those years I 
have worked in memberships with 
6 years predominantly working 
alongside branches and groups 
coordinating local events and 
providing administration support.

Favourite Colour? 
I love different shades of teals, 
aquas and turquoise 

Have you any special skills?  
Hmmm… not that I can think of that 
would be classified as “special”

Sports? 
I’m a fan of Netball and Rugby. I also 
attend 20/20 cricket in the summer 
as my husband is a big cricket fan. 
I’m more of a sport fangirl when 
the Olympics and Commonwealth 
games are on. I will wake up at 
crazy hours of the night to watch 
Swimming, Diving and Gymnastics.

What are your interests? 
I love to spend my Sundays going 
for a leisurely walk around Farmers 
Markets and Craft Markets. I also 
love going to Musical Theatre shows 
and Music concerts; as well as an 
interest in travelling the world.

Have you got any personal messages 
for our members?  
“The smallest act of kindness is 
worth more than the grandest 
intention” – Oscar Wilde

Profile — 
Stacey Ramadge 
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On the 7th December, 2017, families, 
staff and UBC members gathered 

for the annual Christmas party at 56 
Chapman Street.  Everybody brings a 
plate of food for sharing and Manny 
the clown comes and entertains us all 
with his tricks.  Literally rabbits out 
of hats and birds out of cake tins it is 
always very amusing and the children 
and adults continue to enjoy it. This 
year the decision was made to hold 
it inside as the Melbourne weather 
was looking particular threatening 
and unpredictable as we set up. This 
was a good decision as by the end of 
the evening every umbrella that we 
owned here was given to people who 
needed to get to cars as the rain was 
torrential as we were all leaving!

Father Christmas paid a visit which is 
always exciting for the children.  He also 
had to adapt his mode of entry due to 
heavy rain! Ray announced when he 
arrived that our usual Father Christmas 
was indisposed this year, (we hope that 
he has made a speedy recovery) and 
that Paul was going to stand in with 
Santa’s usual helper Daryl. There was a 
tense time during  the party when Paul 
was held up on the Eastern freeway 

Royal Children’s 
Hospital Early 
Intervention Centre 
Christmas Party

due to a tanker losing its load and we 
wondered if our stand in was going to 
make it in time and should we make 
another plan for a second stand in?   
All was resolved and Paul arrived just in 
time to get changed and do his duty. 

We farewelled our families that go 
off to school in 2018 and wished 
everyone safe and happy holidays.
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UBC celebrated our 75th anniversary 
with a well-deserved gala at 

Riversdale Golf Club. It was a wonderful 
night with a successful raffle and 
silent auction, a fabulous band that 
played the night away, a flamboyant 
guest speaker who spoke about his 
challenges growing up with Aspergers 
and of course there is no party without 
cake – and it was a GREAT cake. 

The evening started with the AGM 
where President Paul Etherington 
spoke about the Club’s achievements 
over the past 12 months, including 
donating over $602,000 towards 
supporting children’s health in Victoria, 
the implementation of the Club’s 
strategic plan, the loss of some of our 
valued members & supporters over 
the year and our resolve to strengthen 
our engagement with our Branches, 
Groups, members and volunteers. A 
few awards were given out at the AGM 
including a Club award to our Club’s 
historian, Frank Hargreaves and a Plaque 
of Appreciation to Andrew McLean.

 

After the AGM, the beautifully dressed 
ladies and the impeccably dressed 
gentlemen proceeded to the Riversdale 
dining room and the night began. 
UBC members and guests were 
treated to a delicious 3 course dinner 
which ended with a sweet tasting of 
decadent chocolate mousse cake.

Throughout dinner, patrons were 
serenaded with music from a live band, 
committee member Sarah Shultz drew 
out several raffle tickets and we ended 
the night with the results of the Silent 
Auction. The Robostar vacuum cleaner, 
generously donated by Bob and Lynette 
Willey, was the most popular auction 
item for the night. The item created 
a friendly rivalry between Robyn 
Rodrigues and Robyn Richards, both 
trying to outbid each other. In the end, 
Robyn Richards took home the item.

Two additional Club awards were also 
presented at the dinner and these 
were ‘Life Membership’ awards. They 
were awarded to Peter Mortimer, 
who has been with UBC since 1991 
and is a stalwart of the Nathalia 

UBC 75th 
Anniversary Gala

branch and Emoke Bakacs, from the 
GFA office, an active supporter of 
UBC since 2006 and former patron 
of the Club. Both Andrew’s and 
Emoke’s untiring service to UBC 
has been immensely appreciated. 

We look forward to 75 more great 
years of supporting children’s 
health and we gratefully thank the 
following people and organisation 
for the generous donations of the 
raffle and silent auction items: 

 Bob and Lynette Willey

 Pam Milburn

 Bunnings Warehouse

 Craigieburn Sporting Club

 Easy Natural Skin Care

 Pandora

 Postie Fashion

 Warragul Country Club

 Good Friday Appeal and   
 Herald Weekly Times 

Gala 
D I N N E R75th
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Gala 
D I N N E R75th

Every year the Good Friday Appeal 
seems to come round quicker 

than the last. As I’m sure you all are 
in the throes of getting everything 
in order, the Support Office has 
been working hard to make sure 
everything is in place to assist you!

There has recently been some changes 
to legislation in regards to Working 
with Children’s Cards. This will have an 
impact on all members and volunteers 
moving forward. We are currently 
accessing the best way to implement 
the requirements and will be working 
with Branches & Groups to make the 
process as easy as possible. Keep 
an eye out for more information.

We have also been advised that from 
2019, Police Checks will be required 
for volunteers on Good Friday. We are 
waiting to be advised as to who will 
require these, as it will be dependent 
on the role you perform on the day.

However, the club understands why 
this move has occurred and supports 
the implementation. Please don’t stress 
too much about this, Ray is working 
with GFA to streamline the process and 
the cost will be covered by the club. 

In light of this, State Committee has 
decided to start a rolling implementation 
for 2018. In the next coming weeks, 
branches that run a counting room on 
Good Friday will be contacted to ensure 
certain roles are filled with volunteers 
and members that have a police check. 
We hope this will reduce the amount 
of police checks required in 2019.

You may also be aware that Victoria 
Police have reduced the speed 
limit for highway collections, any 
corner over 60km/hr will not be 
issued with a permit. While this 
hasn’t had a large impact, we have 
lost a few corners and have worked 
hard to identify new corners we 
may be able to use. Any questions 
regarding this please contact Ray.

Now on a lighter note, good luck for 
Good Friday! We can’t thank you 
enough for the hard work, sweat (& 
tears) that you put in to raise money 
for the GFA. Every bit counts.

GFA 
Report
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To be a financially transparent charity, 
it is expected that UBC would 

publish “where the money goes?” so all 
members, volunteers and the public has 
a general understanding of how much 
money raised/donated to UBC is further 
donated and how much is spent on the 
running costs of UBC. This information 
is published on the UBC website.

In the last financial year, UBC donated 
73 cents in every dollar raised, 11 cents 
in every dollar was reinvested to raise 
more money and 16 cents in every dollar 
went to UBC Administration Costs.

On the website you will notice 
that we have three categories to 
describe where money goes for 
UBC these which are; “Our Work”, 
“Fundraising” and “Administration”.  
So what do these mean?

“Our Work” 

This is our project expenditure.   Our 
project expenditure is our donations 
to specific causes and people such 
as the Good Friday Appeal.

“Fundraising” 

This is the cost to UBC to raise 
money, this includes expenses for 
Sausage Sizzles, Membership, Trivia 
Nights and also part of the salaries 
for the MFO role and EO as they 
related specifically to fundraising. 

“Administration” 

 This includes all other expenses, 
such as salaries not related 
specifically to fundraising, office 
expenses and council rates.

What does this mean compared 
to other charities?

“In Australia there are no common 
charity accounting standards or 
definitions which prescribe the way 
charities must categorise particular 
costs.  This means that the practices for 
formally recording costs (for example, 
in financial reports) vary greatly from 
one charity to another, what one 
charity includes in its broad category or 
administration will likely differ to that of 
another charity.” (Australian Charities 
and Not-for-profits Commission, 2017). 

The Australian Charities and Not-for-
profits Commission provides advice on 
comparing administration costs with 
charities and suggests that it’s not the 
best way to decide which charity to 
donate too or which charity is doing 
the “best” work in the community.  They 
state that “The main problem with using 
administrative costs to inform decisions 
about which charities to support is 
that the information is an unreliable 
indicator of the extent to which actual 
donations make a difference in the 
community.  Some charities make a 
real difference in the community and 
have relatively high administration 
costs, and some charities may be less 
effective but have low administration 
costs.”  From this, I suggest that UBC 
do not compare themselves with other 
charities, but works hard to continue 
to raise funds for Children’s health 
while thinking of innovative ways to 
reduce costs while not jeopardising 
the quality of fundraising events 
and the continuing work of UBC.

Financial Report

How can we use this information?

This information can be used for 
forecasting the year ahead budget, 
including how much money we need 
to raise to continue towards our 
strategic plan – “Maintain and Grow 
our Fundraising by 10% annually”. 

What else is happening in 
the Finance area? 

As State Treasurer I am also working 
on Policies (with the help of Sarah 
Meney, Paul Etherington and John 
Trail).  These policies will ensure that 
UBC continue with best practice, 
while also ensuring the security of 
UBC.  These policies include; 

• Finance Policy

• Fraud Risk Management Policy

• Investment Policy 

• Cash Handling Policy

 
 
 
 
 

What we need from you!?

We need (and I can’t stress this 
enough!) our branches and groups to 
be quicker in returning their financials 
and transfers to head office so we can 
ensure that our financials are up to 
date for our reporting purposes and to 
continue being transparent.  I cannot 
stress how important this is to our club. 

Thank you for all your hard work and 
commitment towards UBC, without 
you UBC wouldn’t be possible and 
I hope you all had a wonderful and 
safe Christmas and may 2018 be a 
successful and fantastic year for you all. 

Zoe Leyden

State Treasurer 

$

$

THANKS
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2017 was a year of change for 
the marketing team at UBC. In 

fact, it may be a year of change 
for the Club altogether. 

A wholehearted thanks to all our 
hardworking branches and groups for 
every fundraising effort that brings 
to fruition our mission of supporting 
children’s health. This has always been 
the fundamental roots of our Club 
and with new eagerness emerging, 
we are always ensuring old traditions 
are respected and valued, while we 
keep up with the new trends.

On the topic of new trends, we have 
been getting active on social media 
in the last 4 months of 2017. If you 
have not requested to ‘friend’ us on 
Facebook, we suggest you do so as we 
are constantly updating our Facebook 
page with what UBC is progressing with. 

We have been working hard on the 
Club’s strategic, analytical and tactical 
marketing for the future and this is in 
State Committee’s hand for review and 
further discussion. Basically, our aim is 
to increase memberships, fundraising 
initiatives and create more awareness 
of the Club through various channels. 
If anyone has any idea to put forth or 
have time to volunteer with us, do reach 
out. We are a very welcoming Club. 

We are always looking for information 
and stories to go on our website about 
our volunteers, Branches and Groups. 
If you have any to share, do email it 
to Zahida at support@ubcvic.org.au.

A gentle reminder to all branches and 
groups, do reach out to us at support 
office if there is anything you need that 
will assist you in your fundraising efforts. 
If you need letterheads, business cards, 
thank you cards, or a basket of warm 
muffins, we can arrange it for you! 

Lastly a massive thank you to all our 
members, supporters and volunteers 
of the Club. Without all your efforts 
and contributions, UBC will not be in 
our 76th year. With you, we are and we 
remain proud to continue our mission 
of supporting children’s health.

Zahida Rafaat 

Marketing and Support Coordinator

Marketing Report

Saturday 24 February | 6pm
Glenroy RSL (186 Glenroy Road, Glenroy)

$65pp inc. 3 course meal and entertainment
tickets from www.ubcvic.org.au/bluesuede or 9335 6300

a blue suede shoes night featuring

ELVIS PRESLEY
    and music from the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s by Andrew Portelli

proudly presents

All profits from the 
night go to UBC, to 
support Children’s 
Health
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As a Club whose mission is 
supporting children’s health, UBC is 

proud to begin 2018 with exactly that! 

Together with Mobility Plus, a company 
that has 35 years’ experience in the 
Healthcare industry whose specialty is in 
the area of designing and manufacturing 
custom wheelchairs, catering for clients 
clinical and physical requirements, 
UBC provided a much needed 
tricycle to 9 year old Brigid Rouse.

Helen Rouse, Brigid’s mum wrote 
to us requesting for funding for a 
MOMO tricycle made for a person with 
disability. The tricycle she requested 
for is a rehabilitation bike that has a 
low centre of gravity, a very low pedal 
which means Brigid can get on and 
off it independently, a bigger seat 
than normal bicycles, a back rest with 
a seat belt and several other features 
for individuals with developmental 
delays. In summary, the MOMO tricycle 
unites numerous therapeutic and 

medical objectives and requirements. 

So we did our research, contacted 
Mobility Plus and they arranged for 
this tricycle to be custom made in 
Germany, and on Wednesday January 
17th, some members of our support 
office were there together with 
Tanya from Mobility Plus to deliver 
the tricyle to the Rouse family. 

Helen said this tricyle will be a 
supplement to Brigid’s physiotherapy 
and is more fun. It also means she and 
Brigid can get out and about more and 
Brigid will get the exercise she needs.

We are so happy that our fundraising 
efforts throughout the year assisted 
this family in need. Brigid was all smiles 
when the tricyle was delivered to her. 

A huge kudos to all UBC team! 

Thanks UBC!

UBC Stacey Ramadge and 
Mobility Plus Tanya Murray 
delivering the MOMO tricycle 
to the Rouse family
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Mr. George Bassant was born in 
Willesden, England in 1899.

George worked in the Hospitality 
industry, and did his early training 
at the Carlton Hotel in London.

In 1928 he moved to New Zealand, 
where he married Clarice England in 
Auckland in 1929, and they had one 
child Rosemary, who was born in 1932.

In 1930 George leased the Hotel St 
George in Wellington, and in 1937 
he took over the proprietorship of 
the Waterloo Hotel in Wellington.

George and his family moved 
to Melbourne in February 1941 
where he took up the position of 
Manager and Director of Menzies 
Hotel at 140 Williams Street, 
now the site of  BHP House.

Uncle Bobs Club

Mr. Bassant joined the Club as member 
number 116 in April 1942, and was a 
regular attendee at General meetings 
and many other Club functions.

George served on the Committee from 
1949 to 1951, then as Vice President in 
1952 and 1953, and was installed as Club 
President at the Annual General Meeting 
held in the Lower Melbourne Town Hall 

on 3rd February 1954. He also served 
as Convenor of the Club’s Hospital 
sub-committee from 1950 to 1953.

10th Anniversary

The Club celebrated its 10th 
Anniversary at a dinner held at the 
Menzies Hotel. Guests of honor were 
the four Founders of the Club, being 
Mr. Alf Clark, Mr. Clarrie Williams, Mr. 
Ray Fisher and Mr. Jock McAdam.

The function was also attended by 
the State Governor, Sir Dallas Brooks, 
and Sir John Latham representing 
his wife, Lady Ella Latham, President 
of the Royal Children’s Hospital.

There is no record of any costs 
incurred by the Club for this 
function. Thank you George.

Good Friday 1954

Pictured below in the UBC counting 
room on Good Friday 1954 is President 
George with members of his Committee, 
and other volunteers. Apologies to 
those whose names we don’t know ..

Back to the UK

A business opportunity back in the 
UK resulted in Mr. Bassant resigning 
his Presidency in November 1954. 

From the Archives 
Mr. George Bassant

The Immediate Past President, Mr. 
Eric Barker, was appointed to act as 
President for the remainder of the term.

George maintained his Club 
membership, and regularly made 
generous donations to the Club.

Commemorative Plaque

On Sunday 11th October 1959 the Club 
presented a number of items to the 
Royal Children’s Hospital Orthopaedic 
Section at Mt Eliza, one of which was 
a Workshop, which cost £3,500, and a 
sealed road leading to the workshop.

The plaque pictured below was fitted 
to an outer wall of the workshop ......

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Award

In 1970 the Club established the 
Meritorious Service Award (MSA) to 
be granted to members only who had 
given outstanding service to the Club 
and devotion to its aims and objects.

The first recipients of the MSA were the 
two surviving founders of the Club in 
Mr. Alf Clark and Mr. Clarrie Williams.

Five more members received 
Meritorious Service Awards in 1970, 
among them being Mr. George Bassant.

Mrs. Bassant passed away 
in Westminster, London in 
March 1970 aged 70.

Mr. Bassant spent his retirement 
in Somerset, where he passed 
away in February 1986 aged 86.

Frank Hargreaves

Club Historian
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From the Archive 
Memorabilia
The Riversdale Branch of Uncle 

Bobs Club was established in July 
1964, and was renamed to the Eastern 
Suburban Branch in May 1965.

One of the Branch’s major fundraising 
activities back then was the Annual 
cricket match played at the Glen Iris 
cricket ground between a Branch team 

and the Auburn Cricket Club for the 
Dr. Malcolm Letts perpetual trophy.

These matches attracted a crowd of 
around 120, all of whom enjoyed a 
BBQ lunch and refreshments, and were 
treated to a great game of cricket.

Pictured here in 1965 are, on the right  
Dr. Malcolm Letts, who was the 
foundation President of the Riversdale 
Branch, and John Scully, who was 
the then Branch President, with the 
perpetual trophy donated to the Branch 
by Dr. Letts, and presented to the 
captain of the winning cricket team ...

Here is the trophy today, which is  
being looked after by the Club’s 
Historian, Frank Hargreaves, as the 
appointed custodian of this piece of  
the Club’s history. 
Frank, who joined the Club through 
the Riversdale Branch in October 1964, 
has very fond memories of the cricket 
matches, and of people like Malcolm and 
John, who sadly are no longer with us ...

Articles are now being sought for the next edition of the 
Club’s Journal, which is due out in February 2018.

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ARTICLES TO BE INCLUDED IS:
FRIDAY 4TH MAY, 2018 

To ensure that the next issue is out in time to provide all members 
with details of the Club’s General Meeting, we seek your support in 

ensuring that all articles are received by the deadline date.

Remember, if you include photos to include a caption, if you like, and where you 
would like it placed in the article. 

ARTICLES CAN BE SENT VIA

Email: mfo@ubcvic.org.au 

Post: PO Box 1429, Tullamarine VIC 3043 

Fax: 9335 6900

Privacy policy reminder — re: photos

All people appearing in photos on the Uncle Bobs Club website,  
in our Journal or other Club publicity will need to be recorded either  

verbally or written with permission to use their photo for up to 3 years.

June 2018 Journal
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RCH Knitted  
Goods Stall

4 decades! That is how long 
UBC Knitted Goods stall 

at RCH has been running. 

An idea of selling chocolates and toys 
to lift up spirits of sick kids and their 
loved ones evolved into lovingly knitted 
baby booties, jumpers, hats, mittens, 
blankets and even knitted dolls! 

Our members Helen Zampatti and 
Bev Burgess were there from the 
very start 40 years ago and Sheila 
Briggs joined the duo when she 
joined the Club 22 years ago. These 

3 amazing women are dynamic in 
ensuring the pods are set up at the 
auxiliaries area at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital and together, they knitted 
almost all that we have to sell there. 

Each women specialise in their own 
knitting techniques. Helen knits what 
comes to mind at a particular moment, 
Bev likes to “play” with her knitting by 
adding beadings and touches of craft 
into it while Sheila machine knits. 

However they do it, whatever the 
outcome, all proceeds of knitted 
goods goes towards our mission 
of supporting children’s health.

40 years is a long time and UBC is 
immensely grateful to Helen, Bev and 
Sheila for their voluntary contribution. 

If anyone has yarn they can donate 
towards these ladies needs to knit, do 
contact the UBC office at 9335 6300. 

RCH Knitted Goods Stall
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This donation pledge form is to be used by both members and non-members wishing to 
partake in one of the Club’s donation programs.

Once the form below has been completed please return it to the Club’s office at PO Box 1429, 
Tullamarine VIC 3043.

If you should have any questions please either phone the Club’s office on 9335 6300 or speak 
with a member of your local Branch or Group Committee or State Committee.

 

ALL DONATIONS OVER $2.00 ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

UBC GOLD 100
I, the undersigned, pledge to make an annual donation of $100.00, in my joining month, to the 
UBC Gold 100 program.

Name: _______________________________________Signature: ________________________

Address: _____________________________________________ P/CODE: _________________

Name to Appear on Certificate: ___________________________________________________

UBC SILVER 100
I, the undersigned, pledge to make an annual donation of $50.00, in my joining month, to the 
UBC Silver 100 program.

Name: ______________________________________ Signature: ________________________

Address: _____________________________________________ P/CODE: _________________

Name to Appear on Certificate: ___________________________________________________

OTHER DONATIONS
Uncle Bobs Club Donation $ _____________ Good Friday Appeal Donation $ ____________

Name: _______________________________________________ Phone: __________________

Address:______________________________________________ P/CODE: ________________

Payment Method:  Cheque / Money Order  Visa  MasterCard

Credit Card #: _________/_________/___________/_________ Expiry Date: _______/______

3 Digit Security Code (Rear of Card) _________

Signature: ____________________________ Name on Credit Card: ______________________

UBC Donation
Pledge Form
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Please complete the following and return to PO Box 1429, Tullamarine, 3043

DECLARATION

I, (Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms) __________________________________________________

desire to renew / become an Adult / Jet / Company member of Uncle Bobs Club 
and agree to be bound by the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Club 
(which can be found at www.ubcvic.org.au).

Address: ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________ Mobile: _________________ Work: ______________

Date of birth: ______/_______/_______     Fax: ________________

Signature: _______________________________ Date: _____/______/_______  _____

 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: Yearly subscription is $10 Adult Membership, $5 Jet Membership (under 18)  

and $110 Company Membership. *A joining fee of $25 applies for new Adult members.  

Only new Adult members will receive a Club polo shirt.  

All fees are GST inclusive.

Membership renewals will be due one year after joining. 

www.ubcvic.org.au/members

Membership
Nomination/Renewal Form

Do you have a Working with Children Card? 

YES / NO 

Number: ____________________________ 

Expiry: ____/____/____

Joining Fee:  $ _________

Membership Fee: $ _________

Donation:  $ _________

TOTAL:  $ _________
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PAY BY CREDIT CARD

If you would like to pay by credit card, please fill out the below details.

Note: there is a $25 minimum.

Card type:  VISA  MASTERCARD

Card number: £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £
Name on card: _________________________________________________________

Expiry date: ____________/___________ Security code (rear of card): £ £ £ £
Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt? YES / NO 

Branch or Group Member is to join: ________________________________________

Code: _____________________________

ADULT MEMBERS

Please circle your shirt size:   
Mens: S / M / L / XL / 2XL / 3XL / 4XL / 5XL Ladies: 8 / 10 / 12 / 14 / 16 /18

Note: Club polo shirts are $25 for existing members.

Please indicate if you would like to purchase additional shirts above. 

PRIVACY LEGISLATION

Do you agree to the use of your image in any media, such as the Club’s journal, 
website or other publicity? YES / NO 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Membership renewals will be due one year after joining. 

www.ubcvic.org.au/members

CRAIGIEBURN 

PENINSULA

WONTHAGGI

WEST GIPPSLAND 

BELLARINE

BENDIGO

ST ARNAUD

CRAIGIEBURN 

KYABRAM & DISTRICT

NATHALIA 

Branch & Group 
Reports

30 31



Bendigo Branch

It’s been an exciting past few months 
at the Bendigo branch full of 

celebrations and exciting changes.    

On the 17th of September, the club held 
it 41st AGM at the Kangaroo Flat Sports 
Club. This was a very significant and 
special meeting for our club president 
Carol Maher who was honoured with 
a life membership award by the state 
president, Paul Etherington. Carol 
officially joined the club in 1997, but 
was actively helping the club prior to 
this for many years. Carol has been the 
brunch president for the past 15 years 
and continues to be the driving force 
at the Bendigo branch. It was great 
to see Carol acknowledged for all her 
hard work, dedication and passion.  

 

As a club, we feel very fortunate to 
have her to motivate and inspire us 
all. From all members of the Bendigo 
branch, we would like to give a huge 
congratulations to you Carol!  

Another highlight of this meeting was 
also welcoming the following member 
into office bearing positions for 2017-
18: Secretary Kaye Sait, Treasurer 
Tracey Stevenson, Vice President Ed 
Rohan and Publicity Coordinator Bec 
Pryor. It is great to see some of our 
new members step into these roles.

The club would like to acknowledge 
the efforts and ongoing support 
of Evelyn and Ian who have been 
members of the club since 2004. Both 
members have acted in committee 
roles during their time at the Bendigo 

branch. The club is thankful for their 
hard work and dedication to helping 
the club grow to what it is today.  

This year we had three representatives 
from the Bendigo branch make their 
way down to the 75th Gala dinner in 
Melbourne. Carol, Kaye and Bec enjoyed 
getting dolled up and meeting people 
from all over the state to celebrate 
such a significant achievement for 
the organisation. We look forward 
to seeing you all again soon.       

In terms of fundraising, the branch 
has been very busy creating some 
special occasions and continuing 
with our traditional events. 

The monthly BBQ’s at IGA continues 
to be a great success and an 
opportunity for the club members 
to socialise with each other.  

The Christmas raffle tickets started out 
slowly but turned into being a huge 
success. With ten prizes in total, many 
coming from local businesses and 
individual donations it was pleasing 
to see the local support for our club. 
Thank you to the following businesses, 
Bendigo Locksmith, Salon Blunt, Arts of 
Olde and the items donated and made 
by our branch members. The fundraiser 
raised a total of $1846 plus donation tin 
$219.60. Special mention to dedicated 
club members who assist with the 
selling of the raffle tickets each week.  

For the month of December, the 
club has been fortunate, to form a 
partnership with the Belmont Hotel 
to sell raffle tickets for the Friday 
night raffle. The club has a history 
with the Belmont, being a venue for 
meetings in the past. We are delighted 
to have such a terrific opportunity 
to raise money and have the chance 
to discuss with people what the club 
does and the contributions we have 
made to the Bendigo Community. 
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Thank you to James and the team 
at the Belmont for your support.  

The Bendigo Branch has joined 
Facebook, to help members and 
the community stay informed of the 
current fundraising events taking 
place. It has been a fantastic tool to 
promote the club and the businesses 
that have donated goods for the 
raffles. We hope this might be another 
way of gaining some new members. 
If you do not already follow us, 
make sure you check out our page 
and be sure to hit the like button.   

As 2018 progresses, we are looking 
forward to developing some new 
promotions and events to help raise 
funds and awareness for the club.  

The 2018 Good Friday Appeal will take 
place at the Bendigo Bowls Club on 
Barnard Street. We are looking forward 
to meeting new and old volunteers 
and members on the 30th March. 
Keep your eyes out on Facebook 
for upcoming events for GFA or 
make contact with club members. 

Hope you all had a great Christmas 
break and we are looking forward 
to working with you this year 
fundraising for the little ones.

 
Bec Pryor 

Publicity Coordinator

Bendigo Branch

Welcome New  
Members

As Bendigo President  a massive 
big  welcome to 5 new members - 

Secretary Kaye Sait,  Treasurer Tracey 
Stevens, Publicity and marketing 
person Bec Pryor, Mandy Olszewski and 
Jayne Mooney. We are truly grateful 
for them to join the UBC family to 
help raise funds for the children. It is 
a great delight to work with you. 

Bendigo Uncle Bobs Club would also 
like to congratulate the following 
people who received club awards at 
AGM Gala Dinner - Andrew McLean, 
Steve Mortimer , Frank Hargreaves, 
Emoke Bakacs and Cherie Newcombe.

Lois Knight 
Club member of Bendigo Uncle Bobs Club from 1.08.2002 to 1.09.2017

Lois’s first encounter with Uncle Bobs Club Bendigo was on a random day when 
she was doing her routine shopping. Two members of our branch, Win and Leo, 

were setting up for a BBQ at Coles McIvor Road and Lois stopped to lend a helping 
hand. Soon after on 1.08.2002, Lois officially joined Bendigo Uncle Bobs Club.

Lois made a huge difference to the club in the 15 years she was a member. She 
would arrive on Good Friday morning with 2 baskets full of homemade cakes 
and slices, it was nothing for Lois to get up at 3am and start baking. Evelyn 
loved her sponge kisses that she made just for the UBC members on Good 

Friday. Lois joined Angie as a member and she was happily bringing Angie to 
all UBC functions. Along the way, she also encouraged her family and friends 

to be involved too. They have home banks and made regular donations.

At every charity benefit, Lois proudly wore her club shirt, 
singing and joking. She always has a great one liner.

Lois was always reliable, hardworking and loved to make 
a difference. It was a blessing to work with her.

UBC gave Lois so much pleasure, she just loved interaction with us all.

The BBQ’s are not the same without you singing 
(always look on the bright side of life).

We miss you Lois and we will remember the fun 
times and friendship we had together

Rest in peace Lois

Bendigo Vale
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Rhondda Glenister
Club member of Bendigo Uncle Bobs Club 7.7.2011 to 7.08.2017

Rhondda was a school crossing lady in early 2000. She joined the 
club through Carol after walking past her each day and saying “hello”. 
Then she would always see us at Coles selling sausages. Her remark 

was “you’re all here again, don’t you lot ever go home?”

Rhondda got to see us often at Coles and would come and talk to us. On the 7.7.2011 
she officially became a member of UBC. Rhondda was a person who would attend 
every monthly meeting, where she would sit and draw to her hearts’ content on the 

paper table cloth. She loved to talk all through the meetings and have her input.

It gave Rhondda great pleasure to be our branch compassion person sending 
cards to loved ones. The contribution she made in the club were little things 
behind the scenes. Carol misses the phone call this year from Rhondda who 
for each raffle would date stamp the raffle books. She would always put up 
her hand to sell raffle tickets and help at any fundraising event. It’s not until 

Rhondda’s passing that you realise how much support she gave the club

Rhondda made great friendships in the club. Her usual comments to us when we 
are having fun doing fundraising or at meetings was “What are you laughing at?”

In closing Rhondda will be sadly missed. 

Rest in peace Rhondda

Bendigo Vale
Bellarine Branch

It has been a very busy 
time on the Bellarine!

We have had many, many community 
BBQ’s at Coles, Woolworths and ALDI 
run by our amazing BBQ team that is 
headed by Jan and Paul Taylor. This 
has enabled us to recently hand over 
a cheque to Head Office for $8000.

 At the end of October the Bellarine 
Branch also had a group of volunteers 
– Sarah Schultz, Chris Schultz, Wayne 
Wong, and some friends,  assisted by 
support office team members Ross 
Smith and Pam Milburn – attend the 
MCG Family Open day selling the 
Richmond Premiership Posters. On 
this day alone we raised $8300.95.

Earlier this year we presented a cheque 
for just over $5000 to the Barwon 
Health Foundation for a specialised 
cot for the Paediatric Short Stay 

Unit at Geelong Hospital Emergency 
Department. Sarah and Chris Schultz, 
along with Jan and Paul Taylor attended 
a viewing of the cot. I can say that it is 
incredible and the bright colours make 
the children’s area so appealing for 
the kids. A plaque was applied to the 
cot by the Barwon Health Foundation 
to honour our wonderful donation.

Also every Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday throughout December in the 
lead up to Christmas our members 
has been selling raffle tickets at the 
shopping centre in Drysdale. At the 
time of writing this we have had some 
successfully days with over $500 
raised and still a week until Christmas. 

We would like to greatly thank every 
single volunteer that helped us raise 
money for sick children during 2017 
and look forward to an amazing 2018
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Nathalia Branch

In celebration of this milestone, the 
Nathalia branch of UBC decided to 

hold a fundraising event. A few ideas 
were talked about and our secretary, 
Kylie Dohnt, worked tirelessly to 
involve schools and businesses in 
“PYJAMA DAY”, on October 18th, 2017.

The IGA supermarket, where Kylie 
works, were quick to jump on 
board and support the cause. Other 
businesses were more subdued but 
were happy to donate into the tin that 
Bob the Bunyip carried around the 
town...in very hot weather conditions 
at that! Bob also went to the St 
Francis Primary and Nathalia Primary 
school, the Nathalia and District Pre-
School Centre kindergarten and to 
the Early Learning Centre. Many 
children were dressed accordingly 
and were thrilled to meet Bob and 
place coins into the tin he carried. 

Ross Smith and Pam Milburn from 
support office came up for the day; 
Ross chauffeured Bob the Bunyip to the 
various locations, accompanying Bob 
on foot and was also the photographer 

for the day. Pam set up a table outside 
the IGA supermarket and was there 
to promote UBC and she also sold 
some AFL Premiership posters. The 
day was a success and the Bunyip had 
the best time too; seeing children’s 
laughing faces and being surrounded 
by happy, excited young ones made 
the heat quite bearable, I was told.

A few days later was the 75th 
Anniversary Gala and our president, 
Peter Mortimer, and Kylie, our 
secretary, attended the event. We 
were able to keep the secret from 
Peter so he was genuinely surprised 
to receive his Honorary Life Member 
award. Congratulations, again.

That is all the news from the 
Nathalia branch of UBC for now, 
so I will sign off till next time.

Eve Attwood

Treasurer and Scribe.

P.S. On behalf of our members, I’d 
like to wish fellow UBC members and 
the staff at head office a very Merry 
Christmas and a wonderful 2018.

HAPPY 75TH BIRTHDAY 
to UNCLE BOB’S CLUB!!!
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Merry Christmas and a prosperous & 
happy new year to all Uncle Bobs 

Club family & friends. Another year 
over and how quickly it has gone.  

Down here on the Mornington Peninsula 
many of our members have been 
very busy and actively involved in our 
annual Uncle Bobs Club Christmas 
raffle. The raffle is almost an institution 
down here so as well as being an 
important fundraiser it is an important 
part of our Peninsula Christmas.

Recently our President, the beautiful 
Susy Morgan, and a small contingent of 
members had the pleasure of presenting 
the paediatric department down here at 
The Frankston Hospital with several sofa 
chairs. These comfortable chairs easily 
convert into a bed allowing parents 
to sleep beside their ill child. What a 
fantastic idea. When we were asked by 

the hospital to assist with the purchase 
of these sofa chairs we approached 
State Committee to ask if they could 
fund them. They were more than happy 
to agree.  After making the presentation 
of the sofas our members in attendance 
were given a tour of the paediatric ward 
by hospital staff.  Well done to everyone 
involved and it was great to see.

During the last month or so we held 
our Annual General meeting of the 
Gippsland Regional zone of the Uncle 
Bobs Club at The Hastings Senior 
Citizens Club. At this meeting it was 
agreed by those in attendance that 
we suspend the Club due to a lack 
of numbers and interest. This motion 
has now been referred to State 
Committee for their consideration. 
We now await their decision.

 

Peninsula Group 

On a brighter note it was also decided 
that we would, however, continue to 
hold our annual zone picnic at Phillip 
Island. It was felt that we simply 
had too much fun and fellowship to 
cancel the picnic and, of course, the 
annual beach cricket match just had 
to continue.  While we can still hold 
the bat, see the ball and bend down 
to get it then the game must go on…..
okay not all us can bend down!!!! 

The Christmas hamper raffle raised 
$2,263.50 and was kindly drawn by 
the Hastings Coles Store Manager, 
Mr David Sivtryk. A big thank you to 
everyone who helped sell the tickets 
and the generous public who continue 
to support the Uncle Bobs Club! 

Go Uncle Bobs.   
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St Arnaud Branch

Some fine, albeit a bit on the cool 
side, Spring weather was kind to 

our September and October monthly 
markets and a beautiful day greeted 
us for our Festival market which 
happened to fall on Remembrance 
Day and, as a mark of respect all 
activities ceased at 1100 hours for the 
RSL’s service and minute’s silence.  

After the mournful strains of the Last 
Post and the Rouse had faded into the 
distance it was business as usual at the 
market but the normally enthusiastic 
throng of browsers and buyers seemed 
less than in past years and this was 
reflected in our takings on the BBQ.  It 
has been suggested that the novelty of 
the Festival may have run its race and 
may need to head in a new direction and 
this may well be the case as the current 
Director has indicated that he will not 
be heading up the Festival from 2018. 

Not so the Agricultural Show nor 
the St.Arnaud Pacing and Trotting 
Cups Day where enthusiastic patrons 
enjoyed beautiful weather and 
excellent presentations from both the 
St.Arnaud Agricultural Society and 
the St.Arnaud Harness Racing Club 
ensured that both of these events 
were highly successful. This flowed on 
to us where generous donations were 
received from both organizations, 
firstly the Ag. Society for our emu-bob 

of the Showgrounds on the Sunday 
morning after Show Day (don’t know 
what an emu-bob is? - join the Army 
and find out!) and then the Harness 
Racing Club for manning the gate for 
the trots to collect entrance fees. 

Along came another beautiful day for 
our December market and it is my sad 
duty to inform everyone that this will be 
the last time that we will be providing 
the BBQ for the regular markets, our 
largest source of annual income,  as 
age has finally wearied them and the 
years condemned.  We have decided 
that our aging bodies are no longer 
up to the strain of the early morning 
starts and physical exertion required 
for the packing, loading, setting-up 
etc that is required, not to mention the 
long hours of standing and running 
around required to keep the hungry 
and thirsty patrons satisfied only to be 
followed by the re-packing, unloading, 
washing-up and all other accompanying 
incidentals. It is perhaps ironic that this 
final BBQ turned out to be the best 
one we have had since June, 2013.  

Life goes on however and much-
less physically demanding was the 
Christmas raffle where Diane Wright 
was responsible for collecting the bulk 
of the donations while yours truly 
spent the most hours on his backside 
selling tickets in the main street, our 
final enterprise for 2017. If all the best 
laid plans of mice and men have gone 
according to plan, Joyce and I should by 
now have returned from a trip to Broken 
Hill and Adelaide whereas Gordon and 
Di should be back on the mainland 
after having been to the ABC Island to 
terrorize their daughter and her fiancé.

Bob Wooley

Form of Bequest

A will is one of the most important documents we will create and is necessary 
so that loved ones left behind are not forgotten. Often a person also has a 

desire to help others outside the immediate family. A gift to charity can assist 
in making life easier for those in need of specialist attention. When making 

or altering your will, please remember the constant needs of the Uncle Bobs 
Club and its endeavours to help the sick and disabled children of Victoria.

For assistance, it is suggested that the following form 
of bequest may be included in your will.

FORM OF BEQUEST

I, _______________________________________________________________

Of ______________________________________________________________

Give and bequeath the sum of $_________________ to the Uncle Bobs Club of 
Unit 4, 41-43 Allied Drive, Tullamarine, Victoria 3043 for its general purposes and 

I declare that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of the Uncle 
Bobs Club shall be sufficient discharge to my executors for the said legacy.

PLEASE NOTE:

The Uncle Bobs Club is pleased to inform you that our honorary solicitors, Pearce 
Webster Dugdales, 379 Collins St, Melbourne, have indicated that they would be 
prepared to make wills without charge to people making a bequest to the Club.

The Club extends its grateful thanks to Pearce Webster Dugdales 
for their invaluable and ongoing support of our organisation.
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