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President’s Report
Well, what can I say – another fantastic result from Uncle Bobs Club!
I was very proud to be able to hand over a cheque for $575,075.00
to the RCH Good Friday Appeal on behalf of the Club which
represented a lot of hard work and dedication by all our
members, volunteers and corporate partners to the 2017 Appeal.

I

t seems that every year, I am asked
what target we are aiming for, and in
the back of my mind, I am thinking that
even if we can achieve the previous
year’s level, we have done well. In just
about every case, we have gone on
to exceed that, and continued our
quest of supporting children’s health
in Victoria which is really amazing.
The amount of hours in preparation
put in prior to Good Friday by not only
our head office, but also our Branches,
Groups and corporate partners is
substantial – obtaining the relevant
permits for our corner and shopping
centre collections, the Peninsula Barrow
Push, the MFB / CFA Challenge in the
Bourke Street Mall, the lidding of tubs
and collation of corner kits, the list can
go on, all this by our dedicated staff,
Ray and Steph, and by our volunteers,
freely giving up their personal
time towards this worthy event.
On Good Friday eve, it was my pleasure
to meet with some of the runners at the
MFB / CFA treadmill challenge as they
completed their run – a magnificent
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amount of over $27,000 was raised
by our fireys, further cementing the
longstanding commitment by the MFB
and CFA to UBC over many, many years.
And on Good Friday itself, I was able
to visit a few of our other collection
points, including a 7-Eleven store
which was manned by volunteers
from the Freemasons Victoria Task
Force. The relationship between FMV
and UBC has been going for over 16
years, and it only through the efforts
of their volunteers, that we are able to
collect at 7-Eleven stores through the
Melbourne and Geelong metropolitan
areas – our sincere thanks go all
Freemason volunteers involved.
Our thanks also go to 7-Eleven stores
who not only provide us approval to
collect at their stores on Good Friday,
but also place tins running up to Good
Friday and conduct internal events to
raise further funds towards the Appeal.
The relationship with 7-Eleven has
been running now for 10 years and
we look forward this continuing
for many years to come.

There are many other people to thank
for their efforts towards the Appeal,
our other corporate partners, but
most importantly, to all our members,
friends and volunteers who gave their
time collecting for us, assisting in our
Counting rooms and participating
in the Kids Day Out in the MCEC –
Thank you, thank you, thank you!!
We could not have done it
without you and we look
forward to seeing you again.
As part of our ongoing commitment
to supporting children’s health, the
Club was very pleased to support one
of our previous Uncle Bobs scholars
with a cheque for $2,000. Associate
Professor Andrew Kornberg, senior
paediatric neurologist at The Royal
Children’s Hospital, undertook “Fly for
the Kids” in his quest to establish a
Complex Movement Disorders Program
at the RCH. Later in this journal, you
will find an article by Andrew which
is well worth reading, and I urge all
Uncle Bobs to further support this very
worthwhile program however possible.

This year, the Club is celebrating our
75th anniversary which will culminate in
a Gala night on Saturday 21 October, so
book the night now, and keep watching
our website for further details. In the
week leading up to the night, it will be
Uncle Bobs week where the Club will
be supporting other events to raise
funds for the Club and enhance our
membership numbers, so once again,
keep an eye on our website for further
details as they become available.
In winding up, once again on behalf
of the State Committee, our sincere
thanks to all our Branches and Groups,
members and volunteers, and most
importantly, to our valued staff, Ray and
Steph for all your support and assistance
in maintaining the proud heritage of
the Uncle Bobs Club, well done!
Paul Etherington
State President
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Welcome New
Members
Celebrating

Bellarine Branch
Sienna Palamara
Shirley Rogerson
Amy-Lea Westwick
Nathalia Branch

Head Office
Charlotte Beveridge
Andrea Carnevale
Damien Falconer
Vicky Farfarakis
Christine Grogan
Darren Innes
Rebecca Thompson
Patricia Visentine
Georgia Youre

75

1942
Damian Kerr
Gemma Smith
Alby Thorpe
Ian Thorpe
Jasmin Thorpe
Lachie Thorpe
Stacey Thorpe

2017

Years

Un c l e

Bobs Ann iversary Week

14th – 21st October

TOTAL NEW MEMBERS: 19
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Support Office
Update
I know it is repetitious but I wish to congratulate Branches and Groups,
members, volunteers, stakeholders, State Committee and Steph
for an incredible Good Friday campaign, which delivered another
record amount. Thank you all so much for your fantastic efforts and
commitment to the children of Victoria!

R

ecently, Paul Etherington, Kelly
Reaburn and I met with Jane
Sydenham-Clarke, the new CEO of
Freemasons Victoria, to confirm their
involvement in GFA 2018 and streamline
OH&S and administration. Freemasons
members and volunteers contributed
$110,879.00 through collections at
7-Eleven, APCO and a corner. Well done
to the Freemasons team!
Many of you are aware of the difficulties
obtaining permits for the annual Barrow
Push on the Mornington Peninsula. This
year we received our Victoria Police
permit at 3:00pm on the day prior to
the event. To say this was stressful is
an understatement. Paul, Kelly and
I had a very constructive meeting
with Victoria Police in mid-May, and
with a few minor changes to the way
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we do things, we hope to continue
the push for many years to come.
Moving forward, State Committee held
a strategic planning day at the end of
April. The focus of the day was Branch
and Group and volunteer engagement,
staffing and UBC’s 75th Anniversary
celebrations. It was acknowledged
there are things we could do better.
In line with this, State Committee has
agreed to fill the position left vacant
when Elson left us last year. This will
free up Steph and I to get out and
about as we should. In addition, Steph
will revert to 4 days per week from
mid-May and will take Fridays off.
Our new State Committee members
have all proved to be active,
considerate of UBC’s past and future;
and committed to continuing our

strategic plan to grow an effective and
relevant club. They have some great
ideas in developing relevant policies
and fundraising events and I am sure
they will bear much good fruit.
Lastly, I wish to single out Steph for
her untiring efforts and support over
the past few months. We would not
be where we are today without her
input on the website and development
of support material for our Branches
and Groups – thank you Steph!
I look forward to catching
up with you all.
Ray Richards
Executive Officer
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Director Profile
Kelly Reaburn
W

here are you from?
Well that’s an interesting
question, I have grown up both in
Melbourne and the country, but
I call Melbourne home now.
How old are you?
33
What is your background (occupation)?
I’m in Marketing! Most people ask me
what that means…I do everything from
events, to websites, to market research,
graphic design and advertising.
Favourite colour?
Purple
Have you any special skills?
No, I don’t think so.
Sports?
I love sports…whether it’s football
(Go Carlton!), cricket, netball, ice
hockey, darts. I’ll be there.
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What are your interests?
My two big interests are
netball umpiring and UBC.
How far did you pursue these interests?
Netball umpiring I’ve been lucky
enough to be a State League umpire.
How long have you been a committee
member of Uncle Bobs Club?
3 years
Have you ever held another title within
the Club? If so, for how long?
No
Current title Volunteer Director
What have you achieved within
the Club?
I don’t look at what I’ve achieved,
I look at what UBC has achieved.
In my 28 years in the Club there is
too much to mention. For me the
achievements is watching the lives
change of the children and their
families from the work we all do.

What do you like most about the Club?
It’s my second family and what we
achieve is amazing and something every
one of our members, volunteers, staff
and directors should be so proud of.
Fondest memories within the Club
I have so many…from the many trips we
have done around the state, meeting
such amazing warm and kind people as
a youngster when Dad was president,
to now and seeing how the Branches
and Groups have grown, to the many
events we have done, such as the raft
race, collecting on corners and trams,
wheelbarrow push, annual cricket match
at Phillip Island and trivia nights.

Have you got any personal message for
our members?
Thank you…UBC would not be
where it is today without past and
present members. Most of all, I’m so
excited to work alongside you all to
continue the great work UBC does.
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2017 Good Friday
Appeal Report
Friday April 14th was the culmination of another year’s effort by all
the members and volunteers for UBC in support of the Good Friday
Appeal, and with the Club raising a record amount of $575,075.00
it has been another successful year of supporting children’s health.

A

s the Melbourne Convention
and Exhibition Centre filled with
excited children ready to have a go at
everything the Good Friday Appeal
Kids Day Out had to offer, it was a
great reminder of why we do what
we do. UBC was well represented
at the Kids Day Out with a range of
activities to put smiles on the kids’
faces, as well as a fun design if they
paid a visit to our face painters. The
popularity of Geelong’s Photobooth
Company proved that you’re never
too old to put on a funny hat or giant
pair of sunnies for a photo, with kids
of all ages getting in on the fun.
The stage was another highlight, with
Bethany Fisher and the Henry twins
getting the kids (and their parents!)
up and dancing, and Jack Lyall
and Belinda Barichello wowing the
crowd with their beautiful voices.
Behind the scenes, the team in the
media room were sharing as many of
the photos and stories from the day as
they could, with a steady stream coming
in from volunteers across Victoria proud
to be doing their bit for the kids.
And the members in all our Branches
and Groups had every right to be proud
of the hard work they were putting in,
even though in places like Sorrento
the day started out a bit rainy.
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Luckily the Peninsula group’s
wheelbarrow push from Sorrento to
Dromana was still able to go ahead,
with the day turning into a lovely
sunny afternoon as the Group wheeled
their way to their $93,000 total.
Raffle tickets were as popular as ever
for raising money, with groups including
Jarklin and South Gippsland among
those making the most of Easter by
raffling chocolate prizes. In the Bellarine
Branch, the raffle at the Drysdale
Football Club in conjunction with
the Drysdale Hotel raised $7,000.
We’d also like to extend thanks again to
our fundraising partners. Freemasons
Victoria supported UBC for their 16th
year in 2017, with their members doing
a lot of collecting at 7-Eleven stores
around Victoria, with 7-Eleven also being
a part of the Club’s Good Friday Appeal
efforts for over ten years. Their stores
once again provided our volunteers with
valuable locations to rattle those tins.
Back at the convention centre, the
efforts of the corner collectors were
especially noticeable in the counting
room, as bag after bag of full tins were
trucked in, keeping the counting room
volunteers busy until well after 10pm.

In many places, including Nathalia
and Lilydale, the local fireys were
there to lend a hand with collecting,
and we’re incredibly grateful for the
contributions of the CFA and MFB.
We can’t forget the annual Treadmill
Challenge held in partnership with
the CFA and MFB. The fireys ran for
14 hours in Bourke Street Mall the day
before Good Friday and raised a total of
$27,150.00 for the Good Friday Appeal.
Whether it was your first or your
fortieth time being a part of the Good
Friday Appeal, we’d just like to say
another huge thank you to everyone
who donated their time and money
for The Royal Children’s Hospital, we
couldn’t have done it without you!

Details
Receipts

Amount
$229,944.71

Bellarine Branch

$59,085.57

Bendigo Branch

$75,679.13

Bunyip Group

$4,511.50

Craigieburn Group

$9,264.20

Drouin Group

$8,355.35

Jarklin Group

$436.77

Korumburra (Sth Gippsland)
Kyabram & District Branch

$25,419.55
$6,168.20

Leongatha

$5,290.20

Nathalia Branch

$11,636.90

Neerim Group

$3,898.90

Peninsular Group

$93,905.74

St Arnaud Branch

$1,504.00

Tyres Group

$1,457.40

Warragul (West Gippsland Branch)
Wonthaggi Group
TOTAL

$14,516.88
$24,000.00
$575,075.00
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2017 Good Friday Appeal

UBC & Freemasons
Victoria
Once again this year, we saw a record total being raised by volunteers
working with UBC for the annual Good Friday Appeal in aid of The
Royal Children’s Hospital. UBC has a very proud history of working to
help sick kids, and in their 75th year, the total of $575,075.00 on
Good Friday is a magnificent result.

Freemasons Victoria Task Force and
GFA Collection Co-ordinators. There
was eventually even an invitation to
have a FMV representative attend
regular meetings of the UBC – GFA
Sub Committee.

F

Co-operation between the UBC Head
Office and the Grand Secretariat
of FMV, especially in the months
leading up to each Good Friday, was
an essential factor that bought each
organisation closer together. The UBC
Support Office staff and volunteers,
as they continue to do now, conduct
all of the necessary planning and
preparation for the collection activities
on Good Friday and volunteers from
FMV, prepare & distribute collection
kits to their GFA Collection Area
Co-ordinators and volunteers in the
various Metropolitan Districts.

reemasons Victoria is pleased
to have the opportunity to work
together with the enthusiastic
volunteers and members of UBC who
work throughout the year and along
with their families and friends, and
come together to collect donations
across Victoria each Good Friday.
The Freemasons Victoria Task Force
was initially approached in 2001 by
UBC and invited to lend their support
to collect at Shell Service Stations.
Indeed, many Freemasons were already
active as regular volunteers with
17

UBC on Good Friday and many are
continuing with GFA collections still.
Those early collections by the
Freemasons, resulted in the sum of
$1,553.00 being raised at just 4
locations in Metropolitan Melbourne.
The following year it was 20 sites and
this year FMV collectors were at a total
of 135 7-Eleven sites throughout Victoria.
This association between UBC and FMV
grew steadily over successive years
assisted greatly by detailed briefings
that were provided by the UBC Liaison
Officer, to representatives from the

Collections by Freemasons (and UBC)
continued at Shell Service Stations up
until 2004 when Coles Express then
offered their support to the Good
Friday Appeal. In 2006 arrangements
were finalised between UBC and
the management of 7-Eleven for
collections to be carried out at their
extensive network of Service Stations
and Convenience Outlets and, with
only the exception of 2011, collections
have been carried out at 7-Eleven
locations now for a total of 9 years.
The continued benevolence of the
management of 7-Eleven, their
franchisees and of course the
generosity of the general public, has
resulted in an amount of more than
$524k being raised since 2006.
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Since the Freemasons Task Force
became involved in supporting the
GFA, it is estimated that almost 5,000
volunteers have been active in collecting
at around 1,200 Shell, Coles Express,
7-Eleven, Caltex and APCO sites
throughout Metropolitan Melbourne
and Country Victoria resulting in a total
of close to $750k being raised for the
kids at The Royal Children’s Hospital.
CHARITY is known to be a distinguishing
characteristic of every committed
Freemason, in fact at every regular
meeting, members are reminded to be
mindful of the needs of others by giving
with our “Pocket, Heart and Hands ”.

Doubtless, there are many individuals
who proudly wear the badges of both
Uncle Bobs Club and Freemasons
Victoria and we know, that the
funds raised are gratefully received
and will be faithfully applied.
Long may it continue.
Peter G Harris
UBC – MSA, Past President, Life Member,
& GFA Collection Co-ordinator - FMV
Northern Metropolitan District No. 116

Surely, the commitment and dedication
shown by each and every volunteer
collecting under the banner of FMV on
Good Friday is testimony enough to the
association that has been established
between UBC and the Freemasons.
19
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Flying out of Avalon Airport with
200,000 people cheering was
a once in a lifetime experience.
Despite the nerves I had taking
off, the cheering inspired me!

Fly for
the Kids

The next highlight was flying over the
Nullarbor– red desert as far as one
could see. So different to what we are
used to seeing in Melbourne! I landed in
Caiguna and met some incredible folk.

$160,631.14 raised to help sick kids

O

n the 5th of March, I took-off from
the Australian International Airshow
to begin a fundraising adventure like
no other — Fly for the Kids. I flew
a single engine plane nicknamed
“Freedom”, a name given to my plane
by a young child. It is an apt name – a
plane gives you freedom to see our
incredible country, and the mission
was to raise enough money to give our
patients freedom from their illness.
I am a paediatric neurologist at The
Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH),
and an Uncle Bob’s scholar, and
have cared for patients affected by
neurological conditions for over 30
years. Combining my dedication to
children’s healthcare with my love of
flying, I circumnavigated solo around
Australia in honour of the many RCH
patients and families I have cared for,
and to raise money for the Complex
Movement Program (more on this later).
I covered more than 27,000kms over 26
days of flying. The flight was exhausting,
at times harrowing but an incredible
adventure. I flew in some wild weather
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across the top of the country due to
the wet season, and was in Cairns as
Cyclone Debbie was building. I avoided
the worst of the cyclone by flying
multiple legs on a number of days
down the east coast of Australia.
During the flight, I met several of my
patients, and it was incredible to have
home or school visits with their families.
At each stop along the way I received
a warm welcome and saw first hand
the fundraising efforts my patients
and their families had organised.
The people I met right across the
country were incredibly supportive of
my mission and generously provided
accommodation, lifts from the airport
and some much needed company as
the trip was at times very lonely.

A photo in Caiguna with me refuelling
my plane in the red soil of the Nullarbor.

I participated in a wide variety of
activities - from giving a presentation
at Darwin Hospital, to a paper plane
fly-off in Mossman and a High Tea in
Port Macquarie. The experience was
so much more than I had imagined.
Here are some highlights.
22

Flying to the north of Australia took
me into difficult conditions as it was
in the middle of the wet season.
Flying in cloud was common, at
times very bumpy with rain hitting
the windshield. My whole world was
the instrument panel in front of me.

Fly

f or the Kids

At other times, the view out of
the cockpit was incredible
I landed back in
Avalon on April 1st,
a day late and was
greeted by patients
and my support
team from the RCH
Foundation. Here
is a photo of Donna
Aranyi and Greg
Hordacre with me
at the finish of my
journey. Without Greg
and Donna, Fly for
the Kids would not
have been possible.
The storms in the North were violent with
torrential rain and thunderstorms. This is
in Derby where I was so very glad I was on
the ground and looking up into the clouds.

S

o why did I do this? I am determined
to help patients with movement
disorders receive the world-leading care
they deserve, and the flight was to raise
money to support a Complex Movement
Disorders Program at the RCH. The
RCH Complex Movement Disorders
Program will greatly improve the lives
of children and young people with
conditions affecting their movement.
Facilitated by a multidisciplinary
team of neurologists, neurosurgeons,
developmental medicine specialists,
rehabilitation specialists, orthopaedic
surgeons, and allied health professionals
like physiotherapists, occupational
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therapists and neuropsychologists,
the Complex Movement Disorder
Program will provide innovative and
intensive therapies that decrease
pain, increase motor function and
improve their quality of life.
One of these therapies is Deep Brain
Stimulation (DBS), a surgical treatment
that disrupts abnormal brain activity.
An electrode is implanted into a
patient’s brain, which is accompanied by
a pacemaker-type device called a pulse
generator. The generator produces
electrical impulses in the electrode that
override the abnormal brain activity.

Often used in patients resistant to
other forms of treatment, DBS can
enable them to walk and talk again.
Fly for the Kids was a major challenge,
but nothing like the challenges that
our kids and families face every day.
I’ve embraced this undertaking and
the work we’re doing to build an
even brighter future for sick kids.
More information on the flight and
the program can be found at:
www.flyforthekids.org.au
A/Prof Andrew Kornberg
Senior Neurologist at RCH
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September 2017
Journal
Articles are now being sought for the next edition of the
Club’s Journal, which is due out in September 2017.

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ARTICLES TO BE INCLUDED IS:

FRIDAY 25TH AUGUST, 2017

To ensure that the next issue is out in time to provide all members
with details of the Club’s General Meeting, we seek your support in
ensuring that all articles are received by the deadline date.
Remember, if you include photos to include a caption, if you like, and where you
would like it placed in the article.

ARTICLES CAN BE SENT VIA
Email: mfo@ubcvic.org.au
Post: PO Box 1429, Tullamarine VIC 3043
Fax: 9335 6900

Privacy policy reminder — re: photos
All people appearing in photos on the Uncle Bobs Club website,
in our Journal or other Club publicity will need to be recorded either
verbally or written with permission to use their photo for up to 3 years.
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FIND A FRIEND
for UBC

100
Win

$

voucher of
your choice!

The “FIND A FRIEND” campaign is on again and Bellarine
Branch are in the lead!
Here’s what you need to do:


Find a friend who wants to help support children’s health



Sign them up to your Branch or Group



Have them send the form with their membership fees




New membership costs $35 ($25 joining fee + $10 membership fee)

Get them to do the same!!

The Reward:
The Branch or Group with the highest percentage of new members will be
rewarded with a $100 gift voucher!
You can use the Member Nomination form on page 33, or sign your friends up
online at www.ubcvic.org.au/members/

Home Bank Report
T

hank you to everyone who has
jumped on board this growing
initiative!! We are very pleased to report
that the total funds raised by this
program (as at April 30th, 2017) is now
$18,425.76!

Top 20 Performing Home Banks
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Thank you for your contributions
to this program. If you would like
to start a home bank of your own,
please call the office (03 9335 6300)
or speak to your Branch or Group
Treasurer. You will be amazed at how
quickly your small change adds up!

Top Movers and Shakers
(Jan - Apr 2017)

2

2082.64

2

72.40

5

1269.68

133B
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1131.50

202

65
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1108.55
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20.75

39

1000.00

28

54.75
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729.40
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675.60

67

563.40

136

558.50

202

401.30
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Membership
Nomination/Renewal Form
Please complete the following and return to PO Box 1429, Tullamarine, 3043

DECLARATION
I, (Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms) __________________________________________________
desire to renew / become an Adult / Jet / Company member of Uncle Bobs Club
and agree to be bound by the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Club
(which can be found at www.ubcvic.org.au).
Address: ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ________________ Mobile: _________________ Work: ______________
Date of birth: ______/_______/_______		

Fax: ________________

Signature: _______________________________ Date: _____/______/____________

Do you have a Working with Children Card?

Joining Fee:		

$ _________

YES / NO

Membership Fee:

$ _________

393.40

Number: ____________________________

Donation:		

$ _________

90

309.70

Expiry: ____/____/____

TOTAL:

$ _________

154

296.10

27

290.10

28

280.10

107

246.55

20

226.55

132

215.29

98 B

214.95

Membership renewals will be due one year after joining.
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196.05

www.ubcvic.org.au/members

Note: Yearly subscription is $10 Adult Membership, $5 Jet Membership (under 18)
and $110 Company Membership. *A joining fee of $25 applies for new Adult members.
Only new Adult members will receive a Club polo shirt.
All fees are GST inclusive.

30

NATHALIA

PAY BY CREDIT CARD
If you would like to pay by credit card, please fill out the below details.

Branch & Group
Reports
ST ARNAUD

KYABRAM & DISTRICT

Note: there is a $25 minimum.
BENDIGO

Card type:  VISA  MASTERCARD
Card number: £

£££/££££/££££/££££

Name on card: _________________________________________________________
Expiry date: ____________/___________ Security code (rear of card): £

CRAIGIEBURN

£££

Signature: _____________________________________________________________
Do you require a receipt? YES / NO
Branch or Group Member is to join: ________________________________________
Code: _____________________________

BELLARINE

ADULT MEMBERS
Please circle your shirt size:
Mens: S / M / L / XL / 2XL / 3XL / 4XL / 5XL

WEST GIPPSLAND
PENINSULA

Ladies: 8 / 10 / 12 / 14 / 16 /18

Note: Club polo shirts are $25 for existing members.

WONTHAGGI

Please indicate if you would like to purchase additional shirts above.

PRIVACY LEGISLATION
Do you agree to the use of your image in any media, such as the Club’s journal,
website or other publicity? YES / NO
Signature: _____________________________________________________________
Membership renewals will be due one year after joining.
www.ubcvic.org.au/members
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Bendigo Branch

Wow!!! Grand total $101,909.45

W

Jess, Gerry, Desiree, Bec, Jackson, Matt,
Daryl, Matt Lee, Loretta, Steph and
Dawn. There were “lots of smiles” and
heaps of food to enjoy the day with.

What an incredible amount raised from
the Bendigo community for the 2017
Good Friday Appeal of $101,909.45.

On the 10th to 13th of April at Coles
McIvor Road, we held a tin shake and
collected a total of $1,887.20 and
the Strathvillage Shopping centre
with the total of $1,110.15. The total
collected at Y’men’s Bookfair was
$1,157.45. Well done to all members for
helping out at this fundraising event.

e are very appreciative of
the support that our Branch
received on Good Friday and leading
up to the Appeal. This wouldn’t have
happened without the use of the
Bendigo Bowling Club Hall and the
assistance from all local media.

We had the assistance of the following
clubs again this year: Kangaroo Flat,
Eaglehawk, Maiden Gully Fire Brigades,
Strathfieldsaye Lions, Newmarket Hotel
social club, Bendigo Freemasons and
Miller Court pancakes. Alongside these
clubs were many families and friends.
Thank you all for your help and support.
A big thank you to the following people
who assisted UBC Bendigo members
running the Appeal on the day: Alison,
Amy, Sue, Tracey, Jen, Jan, Wendy, Bill,
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On the 27th of April we were given a
tour of the Children’s Ward and the
special baby care unit of the new
Bendigo Hospital. This was a wonderful
opportunity to see and experience
the new hospital. We would like to
express our thanks to Ray for joining
us from head office on this tour. His
contribution was extremely welcome.
Carol Maher & Jackson Andrews
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Bellarine Branch

Kyabram & District
Branch

W

Hi From Ky,

e had an incredible Good
Friday down at the Bellarine
with so many great businesses doing
collections in the lead up. A special
mention to the Drysdale CFA, Drysdale
Football and Netball Club as well as
Portarlington Football and Netball
Club for getting out and about tin
rattling on the day. The Drysdale
RSL hosted our counting room yet
again and with a record number of
volunteers we counted an amazing
total of $73,706.69!! With Drysdale
alone raising a whopping $53,029.66.
The Drysdale Football Club in
conjunction with the Drysdale Hotel
also gave a donation of $7,000
raised through their raffle.
Uncle Bob’s Bellarine Branch also
had the honour of being invited to
lay a wreath as part of the Drysdale
RSL ANZAC Day proceedings. We
greatly accepted this invitation
with the Branch Secretary Sarah
Schultz and Jet Member Jack
Copperwaite doing the honours.
We are looking forward to regular
sausage sizzle fundraisers and now the
excitement of Easter has settled starting
the planning on our next Branch events.
Sarah Schultz

35

W

e had our last meeting 21st April
and after over 51 years we have
called it a day. We had a very nice meal
at the Fauna Park and then the meeting
with only 9 people. It is sad to think after
all the years that it just had to happen.
We had quite a good GFA Appeal
with a fine total $6,168.20.
Our GFA Raffle raised $720 and it was
drawn by Matthew Lee and he made
Tony Alford 1st, Kylie Smith 2nd and
Sharyn Griffiths 3rd. All very happy. It
was nice to have Matthew and Daryl
Gates call at Kyabram for a short
visit - after being at Bendigo and they
then went on to Nathalia. I was told
they were on “Facebook” at Bendigo
and Nathalia but not Kyabram.
Cheers from Kyabram Branch
and best wishes to all “Uncle
Bobs” and Bye from Ky.
Isobel Attwood
Presidents Note
On behalf of the State Committee, I
would like to thank Kyabram Branch
members for their magnificent
contribution over 50+ years.
We would like to think that the
Branch is only in recess until it can
be re-established in the near future.
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Nathalia Branch
A

lbeit a year late, Nathalia UBC
celebrated its 50th birthday
celebrations on Sunday, March 5th with
a BYO picnic/BBQ lunch. In perfect
weather we gathered at Uncle Bob’s
Park beside the Broken Creek.
An all-abilities fishing platform had
been built some months before, by
Nathalia Angling Club, and on the
redgum sign, erected just a few days
before our celebrations, is added “in
memory of Fred Elliott”; Fred was a
life member of our Club, and an active
one too, until his tragic death two
years ago. There were a few families,
some UBC members, three directors
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from head office and Bob the Bunyip
in attendance on our “birthday”. By far
the most popular attendee was Bob
and the children clamoured around
him; he was also asked to cut the
birthday cake. We had a face painter
decorating children’s faces, a yabby race
was held, a few fishing rods were also
in use, as was the fenced playground
by the children. Greg Reaburn
presented President Peter Mortimer
with a plaque, commemorating our
50 years. An enjoyable time was had
by everyone and two new families
were also signed up as members.

About two weeks later Steph from
Head Office visited Nathalia. She
met up with past secretary Maureen,
current secretary Kylie, and myself;
it was good to be able to meet the
person I’d been emailing for years!
Over lunch at our local bakery a few
UBC matters were discussed and we are
sure to get involved in the 75th birthday
celebrations of UBC later this year.
Easter didn’t take long to creep up
and before we knew it Good Friday
had arrived. Our Bendigo Bank again
loaned their sorting and weighing
machines and we set these up in the
CFA building, as usual. Volunteers tin
rattled door to door, at other venues in
town, and at certain spots in the street
where people in cars or trucks happily
donated to the cause. Jars were picked
up from various businesses, some local
people donated where we were set up
and Barmah CFA delivered a little over
$2,000 to us also. $11,586.90 was the
final figure we gave to Head Office, an
excellent result for our small metropolis.

Many thanks to ALL the volunteers who
helped make this happen AND to all
the generous people who contributed
to this most worthwhile yearly Appeal.
We already have some funds in reserve
for 2018 because of a raffle that was
held leading up to Easter, but wasn’t
drawn till Easter Saturday; each year
there is a “Bush Bash & Bardi Gras”
in our main street and it was decided
to sell raffle tickets at this also. There
were three prizes in total and our
treasurer drew the winning tickets
near the end of the day’s activities;
all winners were from Nathalia and
the 1st prize (a hamper) went to a
female member of our police force.
For the time being we are having a
quiet time but it shouldn’t be for too
long, I think, so should have something
to write about again next time.
Bye for now from UBC Nathalia
Eve Attwood
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Peninsula Group
J

ust like all Uncle Bobs, we have
been working very hard over the
last couple of months in the lead up to
the Good Friday appeal. The Peninsula
Group’s Wheelbarrow push from
Sorrento to Safety Beach, a distance of
nearly 30kms, is by far the biggest event
and challenge that our Club undertakes.
Firstly we need to acknowledge
the work that Club stalwart and
Secretary Treasurer, Mr Clem Kleinig
does for many months leading up
to Good Friday to ensure that the
Wheelbarrow push can proceed as
it has for the last few decades.
As you can imagine in this modern
world of political correctness and OH&S
it’s not an easy task convincing the
authorities to allow a group of people to
walk down the middle of busy Nepean
Hwy making a great deal of noise
pushing a wheelbarrow and collecting
money for The Royal Children’s Hospital.
It is Clem’s job to convince The Shire
Council, Vic Roads and Victoria Police
that we should be able to do this and
it’s getting harder and harder to get
the go ahead. In fact, this year we
had to wait until a few days before to
finally get permission from the police to
proceed with the Wheelbarrow push.
It is Clem’s determination, letter writing,
constant phone calls and lobbying that
ensures this great event can continue.
And a great event it is, an institution on
the Mornington Peninsula, loved and
expected by the local community who
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Hastings Coles Store Manager, Dave
Sivtryk, drawing our Easter raffle.

Just a few facts and thank you’s

in return give so generously to support
our wonderful Royal Children’s Hospital.
Clem, on behalf of all of the members
of Uncle Bobs Club and indeed all
Victorians, thank you for the tireless
work you and your wife Val do for
Uncle Bobs Club and in particular our
famous Wheelbarrow push. You are a
true blue Aussie legend. Well done!

Firstly we have our Easter Raffle.
In the weeks before Easter we
have a select group of committed
members selling raffle tickets
outside of Coles Supermarket in
Hastings. Thank you to Coles and
their management for allowing us
to do this. A total of $2,685.00 was
raised. This year the lucky winner of
the raffle donated the prize back to
the Bays Nursing Home in Hastings,
a very generous gesture indeed.
In the Thursday street collection
we had many members shaking
tins at various locations. A total of
$9,190.00 was raised. Well done.
Now to Good Friday itself. The walkers
ready to walk from Sorrento to Safety
Beach pushing the wheelbarrow,
the local CFA ready to assist by
driving through the surrounding

streets collecting, the local SES and
countless helpers from all walks
of life collecting at traffic lights
down the highway. We are away.
Firstly, we must thank Altus Traffic
Management who have been assisting
the push since 2015. Without their huge
contribution, we could not even get the
permit to run this wonderful event!
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St Arnaud Branch

Peninsula Group

Many people and organisations need to
be thanked. I hope I don’t miss anyone.
Thank you to Andrew Nikakis and The
Rosebud Hotel for allowing us to use
their upstairs room as our base. Thank
you to Beachside Tourism and The Lions
Club for organising lunch and thank you
to those local businesses that provide
food. Good on Norm Watson and his
son for supplying the bus to transport
the walkers. Thanks Spencer for your
beautiful apples that we enjoyed
along the way. A huge, huge thank
you to the CFA and SES for assisting
so magnificently with the collection.
Without you guys our collection would
be nowhere near as impressive as it is.
This year, for the first time, we had the
Somers CFA collecting for us and the
contributed $1,726.00. Thank you to the
Crib Point RSL who got on board this
year and collected $1,223.75.
Another huge thank you to the ANZ
bank and their beautiful staff, Lyn
Morgan, Sharon Ross & Sarah Dore.

Where would we be without
you guys in the counting room?
Finally a big thank you to all of our
members and friends who helped
on the day. Well done everyone!
Now for the figure...Of course all
this work and effort is done for a
reason. To raise funds to assist sick
and disadvantaged children and in
particular our world leading, world
class Royal Children’s Hospital.
On the day our Club was very proud
and very excited to be able to
contribute $93,905.00 to The Royal
Children’s Hospital appeal, that’s right
over 93 thousand dollars. WOW!!
Finally a big thank you to all at the Uncle
Bobs Club and the whole Victorian
community on a job very, very well done.
David Morgan

A

fter what seemed to be a short
Christmas/New Year break our
year began on Friday, 13th January
(and no, I am not superstitious),
with our weekly raffle then our first
market for the year next morning. It
was an unseasonably cool morning
but remained fine and we have been
blessed with reasonable weather for
all our markets up to date this year,
but as I write this an Antarctic blast is
rattling the window panes which I am
sure is a portent of what is impending.
I must confess that I deserted my
post for the March market as on that
day I was enjoying a wartime relics'
cruise on Darwin harbour followed
by a visit to the Royal Flying Doctors
Service Bombing of Darwin experience,
which was sensational, at their visitor
centre on Stokes Wharf then a
magnificent evening dinner cruise.

Perhaps there is a touch of irony in
the fact that the winner of this raffle,
Stephen Greenall, is our local travel
agent and it was through him that I had
organized our trip to Darwin. During one
of my stints at the selling point we were
honoured with a visit from Matthew
Lee and Daryl Gates, and they coaxed
the President, Gordon Wright, into
being filmed for a promotional blurb
through which he soldiered on stoically.
As we head towards the winter
months I must report that the North
Central Football League have been
unintentionally unkind to us with no
home matches scheduled for St Arnaud
on market days which may affect
attendances but that is the luck of the
draw and we shall battle on regardless.
Bob Wooley

The beautiful balmy weather was
hard to leave behind but it was back
to the grindstone in time to round up
the collection tins and jars situated at
various locations around town then join
our small, dedicated group of volunteers
that sit in the main street selling tickets
in our Easter raffle. I cannot recall a
previous occasion when we have had
such a run of good weather as we were
blessed with for this task this year.
In the end we raised a total of $1,504.00
to contribute to the GFA coffers (in
truth it was only $1,503.95 but I chucked
in the extra five cents to round it off).
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St Arnaud Branch
Grants to Local Institutions
The following shows the grants made by the Club through the
St Arnaud Branch since the formation of the Branch in 1980.
East Wimmera Health Services - St Arnaud Campus
Year

$ Items

1980

130.00 Circumstraint

1980

767.47 Fracture Cot

1981
1982

795.00 Phototherapy Unit
3,375.00 Tympanometer

1983

863.00 Croupette

1985

5,500.00 Incubator

1987

6,297.00 Bilirubin Neo-Natal Stat Analyser

1990
1990
1991
1995

622.00 Medical Task Light
95.00 Measure Mat
1,606.00 Fracture Cot and Mattress
567.00 Neonatal Equipment

1998

1,320.00 Pulse Oximeter

2006

600.00 Digital Scales

2007
2011
2016
Total

1,000.00 lnfant Resuscitator
995.00 Hand held Doppler Unit
2,557.00 Premier Childs Cot
$27,089.47

Wimmera Base Hospital - Horsham
Year
1982
1983
1983

$ Items
4,839.00 Vital Signs Monitor, and a Metotherm Mattress System
770.00 Aquapor Humidifier
3,000.00 Bio-Med Ventilator

1983

560.00 Blood Pressure Measurement Equipment

1983

425.00 Temperature Monitor

1986

6,500.00 Atom Infant Incubator

1990
Total

6,971.00 Oximeter
$23,065.00

Grand Total = $50,154.47

Grants made by the Club are approved by the State Committee, and the funds
provided come from the Club, not necessarily from the local Branch or Group.
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West Gippsland
Branch
W

arragul and Drouin combined
together to help make the
day a success Kevin wishes to thank
Val Peacock for her wonderful
work, assisting and carrying on the
work by her late husband Len and
with the help by Wayne and Kevin
working together. It was a great
success and we look forward to
doing it all over again next year.
Uncle Bobs Club say thank you for
your help in making the Appeal such
a success in raising $21,613.00
Warragul Door Knock

$1,269.65

Bunnings Sausage Sizzles

$1,003.55

Warragul Golf Day

$475.00

Easter Egg Raffle

$1,061.70

Pakenham Service Station Collection

$1,139.90

Neerim Group

$3,731.45

Neerim CFA Sausage Sizzle

$377.35

Tom Dick & Harry

$933.95

Coles Jar (Jo Giblin & Karen Lindorff)

$166.30

Reserve
Jess Murphy Estate

$2,439.60
$3,273.05

Drouin Door Knock

$4,481.45

Warragul Traffic Lights
Pakenham Service Station Jars
Total

Again, this year, we were very fortunate
to have the support our local Westpac
branch, and thank the staff – Vicki
Norton, Julie Slattery, Francis Almeida,
Jennifer Almeida, Michaela Ranton,
Chloe Luczak. A special thanks must
go to the Bank Manager Michaela
Ranton for arranging the Bank Premises
to be opened for the Good Friday
Appeal. This is very much appreciated
by the Uncle Bobs Club for without
the Bank, where would we be?
Kevin Potter

$258.98

Drouin Coles, Woolies & McDonald’s
Neerim Group

What a wonderful day! We would like
to thank these volunteers for their hard
work in the door knocks in Warragul
and Drouin: Lyn Versteden, John
Versteden, Tameaka Bibby, Natasha
Moore, Zac Moore, Stephanie Moore,
Nicky McDonald, Chelsea McDonald,
Greta Nooy, Hazel Hedley, Margaret
Goodwin, Elaine Mayhew, Caroline Wall
and Effie Hondrokostas. A big thanks,
goes to Pakenham Service Station
for their support of the Appeal.

$4,393.90
$577.90
$1,260.00
$21,613.00

Volunteer Mark Walkinshaw takes a donation
from Drouin resident Chloe Luczak for the
Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal.
Photograph courtesy of the Warragul Gazette.
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Wonthaggi Group
T

he Wonthaggi Uncle Bobs Club
again conducted the Royal Children’s
Hospital Appeal raising a magnificent
$33,712.78, certainly an increase on
last year’s total. This was the 34th year
UBC has been hosting the Appeal
and the District can again be very
proud of this outstanding support
for The Royal Children’s Hospital, the
generosity of the community once
again demonstrating its appreciation
of such a wonderful facility.
An enthusiastic team of grandparents,
mums, dads and young children, worked
hard collecting all day and were well
supported by the members of the CFA
from Wonthaggi. The Kilcunda CFA
members and friends were also busy
collecting around Kilcunda, increasing
their tally this year to $1,522.30 while
at Cape Paterson the enthusiastic
collectors and fund raisers at the Cape
Tavern got a great total of $12,528.70
and had a great day all round. Well done
to Kerrie Parker, Michael Turton and the
“Cape Crew” for a fantastic effort and
a great fun day. The Safeway Store at
Wonthaggi also had an excellent total of
$5,153.00 and with the contribution from
the George Bass Hotel of $3,887.00 the
total continued to mount. “The Walk
for Mary” was again very successful
and raised over $4,000 with over 150
participants walking from Kilcunda
to Wonthaggi. The Wonthaggi Power
Football-Netball Club also rattled the
tins around the ground at their game on
Good Friday in support of the Appeal.

Congratulations again to the
Wonthaggi Workmen's Club who
put in a huge effort, raising another
outstanding total, $38,266 pushing
up the amount raised in the area
to a new record, over $72,000! Not
bad for a small rural community!
A huge thank you to the Wonthaggi
CFA for again hosting the Appeal,
all the collectors who worked
tirelessly and all the community who
generously supported the Appeal.
Special thanks also to Dot Slade,
Darren Williams and Glenda Legg
for their great work in counting the
money and feeding the volunteers.
It certainly makes you feel proud of
how we support such a good cause.
Warm regards,
John Duscher

45

