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August

Thursday 15th Bendigo IGA BBQ

Thursday 22nd  St Arnaud AGM

Thursday 22nd State Committee Meeting - Tullamarine

 
September

Thursday 12th Bendigo IGA BBQ

Sunday 15th West Gippsland Branch AGM

Saturday 21st  Bellarine Branch AGM

Thursday 26th State Committee Meeting - Tullamarine

Sunday 29th Nathalia AGM

 
October

Thursday 17th State Committee Meeting - Tullamarine

Sunday 20th State AGM Hosted by Bellarine Branch - Zoo Cafe Drysdale 
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to provide whatever assistance you need. 
Welcome to the UBC family Sarah & Kelli.

One of the ongoing focuses for the UBC 
Board is ensuring the ongoing sustainability 
of the Club. Sustainability is a word that 
is used quite widely these days, and it is 
certainly no different for ourselves. UBC 
has a very proud history extending over 
77 years, however we cannot rest on our 
laurels if we are to remain successful and 
relevant in the future. Sustainability is about 
not only maintaining our membership base, 
but growing it – sustainability is also about 
making sure that we have sufficient funds 
to meet requests for assistance, but also to 
cover the costs of running the Club. The Club 
runs on a relatively low cost basis, however 
it is a cost that needs to be covered. We are 
fortunate that a number of past members 
& supporters have seen fit to bequest the 
Club funds which are held in trust with the 
interest thereon helping to assist towards 
these costs. However, in a low interest rate 
environment, we are always looking at 
other ways to raise funds, such as through 
government grants, corporate & private 
individuals, and this will be a major focus for 
our Executive Officer. If you are aware of a 
particular grant or funding source, please do 
not hesitate to contact Sarah; I am sure she 
will appreciate your contribution. Likewise, 
for Kelli, she will be looking at ways in which 
we can grow our membership through 
increasing the Club’s exposure, both state-
wide and from a local perspective and also 
to assist our Branches & Groups with new 
fundraising ideas to help grow their sources 
of income. The Club was recently fortunate 
in receiving a donation from the ‘Best Friend 
Birthday Appeal’, a rather unique way of 
supporting charities in Victoria and we have 
included a copy of their letter in this journal 
– a bit of “food for thought” for us all.

Best wishes, 

Paul Etherington - State President 

President’s Report
I have always considered it a great honour to 
represent this great Club in the capacity as 
State President, but no more so than being 
able to announce the Club’s contribution 
to this year’s RCH Good Friday Appeal 
of $509,077.00. What a magnificent 
achievement, and a great acknowledgement 
of the many hours of hard work by all our 
members, volunteers and friends both 
in the preceding months leading up to 
the Appeal, but also on the day itself.

This year presented many challenges to 
the Club as we had lost our longstanding 
Executive Office, Ray Richards and our 
Membership & Fundraising Officer, Stacey 
Ramadge for various reasons, and with 
that, much knowledge and experience 
was gone. In addition, we encountered an 
unexpected problem with our website with 
the collection of volunteer data, and there 
were additional requirements placed on 
the Club, such as Police Checks required 
for all personnel working in our central 
counting room amongst others. We had 
a relatively new Marketing & Support Co-
Ordinator who had not been through the 
Good Friday experience before. Yes, we 
made mistakes, and perhaps some activities 
did not go as well as we would have liked, 
but we have all learnt from the experience 
and we are now better placed to ensure 
going forward, we will be better prepared 
to handle the challenges. Having said that, 
I was very fortunate that we had a number 
of State Committee members that put 
in extraordinary hours to make the day 
successful, and in particular, I would like 
to personally thank John Traill (one of our 
Club stalwarts) who was in the office just 

about every day leading up to the Appeal 
completing the Police Check requirements 
and providing assistance where necessary. 
In addition, I would also like to extend my 
sincere thanks to our State Treasurer, Zoe 
Leyden, our Good Friday Convenor Kelly 
Reaburn and our Assistant Convenor, 
Jacquie Priest for all the extra hours they 
contributed to making sure all aspects of 
our activities towards the Appeal were 
covered and to our families and friends 
who volunteered their time to assist in the 
Office. And to our new Executive Office, 
Sarah Parke who commenced with the Club 
only 5 weeks out from Good Friday – what 
a baptism of fire! Sarah came on board 
running, and for someone who had not 
been through a Good Friday preparation 
before, went about making sure we were 
going to be successful no matter how 
many hours were required – reminds me 
of the saying – Just Do It! It was certainly 
a family affair with Sarah as she was ably 
assisted in the office by her young daughter, 
Leah (being on school holidays at the 
time) and her sons on the day collecting. 

It would be remiss of me not to thank all 
our Branches & Groups for all their efforts 
towards this year’s result. Once again, 
leading up to the day, with our media guru, 
Daryl Gates, I had the privilege of visiting 
many of our Branches and Groups to meet 
with members and discuss their preparations 
towards the Appeal (as well as recording 
some footage for use on our website 
and social media sites). I am constantly 
amazed by their high level of enthusiasm & 
dedication to making every year a success 
and raise as much as possible for the kids at 

the Royal Children’s Hospital. Whilst the RCH 
is the main beneficiary of our endeavours 
on Good Friday, our Branches and Groups 
continue their fund raising right throughout 
the year with funds raised enabling UBC 
to meet other requests received and 
supporting our goal of “local giving for local 
health” – funds raised in Victoria, used for 
supporting children’s health in Victoria.

Finally, but not least, I would also like to 
thank our Corporate Partners, without whose 
support, the amount handed over would 
be significantly less. To 7-Eleven stores, 
Freemasons Vic Taskforce, MFB and CFA, 
La Manna & Altus Traffic Management, your 
staff and volunteers, our sincere thanks for 
your efforts and your ongoing support; it is 
very much appreciated. This year was the 
60th year with the MFB supporting UBC in 
collections for the Appeal, and what a great 
way to celebrate with the MFB now having 
raised over $1,000,000 in their collections 
over those 60 years! Congratulations MFB 
in achieving these 2 magnificent milestones. 
2019 also marked the 10th year of the MFB 
/ CFA 14 hour treadmill challenge held on 
the Thursday preceding Good Friday in the 
Bourke Street Mall – 2 services for 1 cause.

In my earlier comments, you would have 
noted that I mentioned that we have a 
new Executive Officer, Sarah Parke who 
commenced in the lead up to Good Friday. 
In this journal, you will find an introduction 
for Sarah that has been written by her 
daughter Leah, something a bit different 
in introducing a new staff member. I hope 
you enjoy the introduction, and thank 
you Leah for taking the time to put this 
together. This is not the only introduction 
in this Journal – our new Fundraising & 
Membership Officer, Kelli Elbob recently 
commenced with us and both she & Sarah 
are looking forward to getting out to our 
Branches & Groups to meet you all, and 
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I would like to introduce you 
to my Mum, Sarah.

I am the youngest of her 4 children 
and I am 12 years old.

My mum is the Executive Officer at 
UBC and loves what she does because 
for as long as I can remember my Mum 
has always helped others in need, and 
she is especially passionate and caring 
about children. She would do anything 
to help a child as she truly cares about 
children’s physical and mental health.

At UBC, my Mum is able to do what 
she values and believes in. UBC is a 
wonderful place and they all make 
us feel like family. My whole family 
volunteered at the GFA this year and we 
really enjoyed it.  I got to present the big 
cheque.  It’s a wonderful cause and UBC 
do amazing things to help children.

Mum works a lot but still comes 
home and manages to take care of 
our family and I’m sure that can be 
hard sometimes but she does it. 

I have two very funny and loud teenage 
brothers who keep Mum super busy 
and she says they are very entertaining.
Our Mum has taught my brother’s and I 
that the most important qualities in life 

are kindness and empathy. If you don’t 
know what empathy means, it means that 
you understand how someone else feels. 
We understand how other families feel 
because of the loss of our sister Emma.

My mum has overcome and copes with 
many challenges in life and she is so 
nice. She is a loving mother to us and my 
brothers Luke and Brad and I say that 
Mum is the most loving, supportive and 
strong woman and she always puts us 
first. She is never selfish with her time.

We are proud of our Mum and we 
are sure you will like her too.

This is my Mum’s favourite picture and I 
know she won’t mind if I share it with you.

Leah.

Our New  
Executive 
Officer
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So excited to introduce myself, Kelli 
Ewer, as the new Membership and 
Fundraising Officer here at UBC.

I am a 43-year-old mother of three children, 
I was born and bred right here in Victoria.

I come from an extensive background in 
customer service and sales, priding myself 
on my communication, listening skills and 
also my willingness to serve in anyway 
I can with great attention to detail.

I have also been a keen fundraising volunteer, 
with the mentally challenged, fundraising to 
purchase them communicating devices.  I 
conducted the St Vinnies Soup van, feeding 
the homeless, one weekend per month.  I 
also totally immersed myself in fundraising 
for Cancer research over a period of time, 
hosting many events and taking an active 
role in walking 60kms for the benefit 
of Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre.

My loves are people and talking, so 
prepare yourself for a nice long chat 
whenever our paths may cross.

I am really looking forward getting out on 
the road and meeting as many of you UBC 

Our New Membership & 
Fundraising Officer

members as possible face to face. I cannot 
wait to offer my support and assistance 
and introduce lots of new and fresh ideas to 
ensure UBC continues to grow and support 
the children of Victoria as it has since 1942.

I feel very privileged to now belong to such 
an inspiring and impressive organization.

Kelli.

Fireys from both the MFB and CFA have 
clocked up their fair share of kilometres 
over the 10 years of Easter Thursday 
in running events for the Good Friday 
Appeal – approximately 2770 in fact. 

The motto “2 services, 1 cause” perfectly 
sums up the purpose of the run, to 
raise money for the Royal Children’s 
Hospital. They haven’t done too badly 
there either, raising $212,807 to date.

It began as part of the discussions between 
the MFB Coordinators and Corner Captains 

of the time, Bob Chesher, Mark Carter and 
Ross Smith, as they worked on ways to 
increase engagement of firefighters with 
the Appeal. Part of this was increasing 
the reach of corner collections to include 
each MFB district, and another part were 
talks with the charity running groups from 
not only the MFB but the CFA as well. 

With MFB Charity Running Club and CFA 
Sports and Recreation Association on 
board, the next step was to choose an 
event. The result was the 24Hr Relay – 

How far can you run in 
10 years?
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that’s right, fireys from both services taking 
shifts running for a massive 24 hours from 
9am Thursday to 9am Good Friday! 

The course started in Bourke Street Mall, 
then to Elizabeth, Collins and Swanston 
Streets, and then back to Bourke Street. 
In its first year the relay raised the notable 
sum of $15,397.20, continuing as a 24-
hour event for two more years. It was 
then shortened to 14 hours, and permit 
issues in 2016 saw it become the Treadmill 
Challenge we all know and love today.

If you haven’t had the chance to be in 
Bourke Street Mall on the day, you’ve 
missed the great energy and spirit of 
friendly competition between the two 
services – and maybe even between CFA 
mascot Captain Koala and our own Bob 
Bunyip! But at the end of the day there 
is a tremendous sense of unity between 
all involved that comes from knowing the 
importance of the cause they are supporting 
and that every cent will be appreciated. 

And as much as we love an Easter egg, 
hot cross bun or snag from a fundraising 
sausage sizzle, it’s good to see some 
physical activity at Easter, as the 
members of the UBC Peninsula Group 
who participate in the wheelbarrow 
push each year can surely agree.

How far can you run in 10 years?

So to everyone who has run or collected at 
any version of the GFA Firey Run, thanks 
for an amazing decade. Special thanks 
to everyone who has been involved in 
managing the event, including from this 
year’s team Christine Henderson-Quinn, 
Vice President of the CFA Sports and 
Recreation Association and Phil Cuthbert, 
President of the MFB Charity Running Club.

MFB tops $1m for 
the Good Friday Appeal
This year the Metropolitan Fire Brigade 
celebrated its 60th Anniversary of raising 
money through Uncle Bobs Club for 
the Good Friday Appeal for the Royal 
Children’s Hospital and this year they raised 
$73,096.30, bringing their Grand Total since 
1959 to the magnificent sum of $1,001.881.30.

MFB Senior Station Officer and Uncle 
Bob Mr. Ross Smith has volunteered 
his services to the Appeal for the 
past 20 years and has been joint MFB 
Coordinator for the past 10 years.

Soon after each Good Friday Ross 
writes to all the volunteers to thank 
them for their effort and to advise them 
of the total raised. Here is a part of 
what Ross said in this year’s letter:

“This day wouldn’t happen without 
the help and support of many people; 
therefore, I would like to draw special 
attention to a few individuals whose input 
made the day the success that it was.

Special thanks to Lauren Dodemaide, Sue 
Dodemaide, Paul Dodemaide & Lyn Hopper, 
for their efforts in preparing a fantastic 
lunch (generously donated by the MFB, the 
UFU, Bakers Delight (Heidelberg), 7Eleven, 
LaManna (Essendon Fields) & Vic Market.

Thank-you Pam Milburn, Leigh Hetherton 
& Janine Clarke for their assistance 
in co-ordinating all the collection 
canisters and to all Officers who helped 
coordinate the operational crews 
within their District on the day.

Thanks to all our regular off-duty members 
and their families who continue to faithfully 
support our ranks each and every year. 
Operational Crews from FS01, FS02, FS04, 
FS06, FS07, FS10, FS12, FS14, FS19, FS20, 
FS22, FS26, FS25, FS27, FS29, FS30, FS31, 
FS33 FS34, FS35, FS42, FS43, FS44, FS45, 
FS47, FS49 along with the district Car 
Drivers from each district who assisted 
them on the day. These Operational 
Crews collected at approved intersections 
alongside other corporate staff from 
Burnley, NWMR & SEMR who joined with us 
to make the day the success that it was.

Finally, a ‘Huge Thank-You’ to my joint 
MFB Coordinator Lauren Dodemaide 
for all the tremendous work she does 
across the whole year, especially 
organising all the Catering & Media.

For the tenth year in a row we enlisted the 
support of both the MFB & CFA Charity 
Running Clubs and their members to assist 
us in raising additional funds as part of the 
14-hour Fire Fighter’s Treadmill Challenge. 
Much thanks to Phil Cuthbert (MFB) and 
Christine Henderson Quinn (CFA) for 
coordinating this event. Once again, it was 
inspiring to see the two fire services run a 
total of 270km throughout the course of 
the day raising a grand total of $8,219.10 
in support of this very worthy cause.”

The Club would like to record its thanks 
to Ross for his contribution of time and 
energy and dedication to this worthy 
cause, and for the fantastic job he has 
done as joint MFB Coordinator.

10 11



VALE
LESLEY LIMBRICK

Lesley Limbrick passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by her family and close 
family friends, on the 3rd of March 2019 
at the Nathalia Hospital, aged 94.

Lesley was a member of the Nathalia Uncle 
Bob's Club for many years and will be 
sadly missed. We will remember her for 
the lovely cakes she would bring to the fire 
station on Good Friday to have with our 
cuppas. Lesley was one of our raffle ticket 
sellers and would sit for many hours outside 
the supermarket. She also helped collect 
the tins and jars from around the district 
and enjoyed counting the money as the 
tins came in on Good Friday. Lesley loved 
coming to our meetings and didn't miss 
many until two years ago when she went 
into care at "Barwo Homestead" in Nathalia.

Lesley enjoyed helping with the BBQs at 
the park with the members and also at 
Christmas time when Santa came into 
Nathalia for children and adults to have 
their photos taken...we all still miss Fred.

Lesley was a mad Tigers supporter and 
was a Life Member of the Nathalia "Purps" 
Football Club, where she was well known 
for her jelly slice each home match.

Lesley lived most of her life in Nathalia 
where she met and married her husband 
Frank, who predeceased her 31 years ago.

Lesley is survived by daughter Leanne, 
son-in-law Brendan, and grandson Harry.

Rest in peace, dear friend. 

VALE
STEPHEN DEAN, 1958-2018

Steve was born in Brunswick Melbourne. 
He attended school at Brunswick 
North Primary School followed by 
the Brunswick Technical School and 
finished his schooling at East Loddon.

After leaving school at the age of 15 he 
went to work at the Bendigo Railway Work 
Shop, then he worked at Water Commission 
until his job was made redundant so he 
started driving the local school bus.

He was a very handy pool player, played 
football, lawn bowls but his love was 
for golf and camping and fishing.

Steve was a founding member of the Jarklin 
Group of the UBC helping to raise money 

from the Jarklin Hotel and later he joined 
the Wychitella Hotel into his efforts.

In 1998 Steve was made a life member 
of the UBC. Steve held many positions in 
the club and was the secretary from 8th 
August, 1991 until 19th September, 2018.

Steve was in remission from cancer but died 
at the Austin Hospital from an infection. 

His wife Julie and his 2 daughters 
Jennifer and Alison survive Steve.

He is solely missed at the club and his 
passing has left a huge hole in the lives 
of all those who knew and loved him.
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Form of Bequest
Please consider this important first step

We do ask that you seek independent legal advice and 
discuss your intentions with your loved ones.

 
Residuary estate gift to Uncle Bobs Club

“I GIVE to Uncle Bobs Club (ABN 18006207227  ) of Unit 4, 41-43 Allied Drive,  
Tullamarine 3043  

A, (insert a figure) percent share of my residuary estate for its general purposes and 
I DIRECT that the receipt of the Chief Administration Officer , Secretary, Treasurer 

or other proper officer of Uncle Bobs Club shall be a sufficient discharge to my 
Trustees without my Trustees being required to see the application thereof

Pecuniary legacy gift to Uncle Bobs Club

“I GIVE to Uncle Bobs Club (ABN 18006207227) of Unit 
4, 41-43 Allied Drive, Tullamarine 3043 

A legacy of $ (insert an amount) of my residuary estate for its general purposes and 
I DIRECT that the receipt of the Chief Administration Officer ,Secretary, Treasurer 
or other proper officer of Uncle Bobs Club shall be a sufficient discharge to my 

Trustees without my Trustees being required to see the application thereof

Specific purpose gift to Uncle Bobs Club. 

Examples of a specific purpose gift:

1 Study Scholarship for paediatric nurses, doctors, surgeons, research projects.  
2. Equipment for your local community hospital or a major children’s hospital 

3. Support for individual paediatric or adolescent patients to assist 
in their recovery or the management of their illness.

The gift of a free of charge will is a wonderful in- kind support to 
our donors so perhaps we can make a highlight of this.

PLEASE NOTE:

The Uncle Bobs Club is pleased to inform you that our honorary solicitors, Pearce Webster 
Dugdales, 379 Collins St, Melbourne, have indicated that they would be prepared to make 

wills without charge to people making a bequest to the Club. 
The Club extends its grateful thanks to Pearce Webster Dugdales for 

their invaluable and ongoing support of our organisation.

Please complete the following and return to PO Box 1429, Tullamarine, 3043

DECLARATION

I, (Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms) __________________________________________________

desire to renew / become an Adult / Jet / Company member of Uncle Bobs Club 
and agree to be bound by the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Club 
(which can be found at www.ubcvic.org.au).

Address: ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________ Mobile: _________________ Work: ______________

Date of birth: ______/_______/_______     Fax: ________________

Signature: _______________________________ Date: _____/______/_______  _____

 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: Yearly subscription is $10 Adult Membership, $5 Jet Membership (under 18)  

and $110 Company Membership. *A joining fee of $25 applies for new Adult members.  

Only new Adult members will receive a Club polo shirt.  

All fees are GST inclusive.

Membership renewals will be due one year after joining. 

www.ubcvic.org.au/members

Membership
Nomination/Renewal Form

Do you have a Working with Children Card? 

YES / NO 

Number: ____________________________ 

Expiry: ____/____/____

Joining Fee:  $ _________

Membership Fee: $ _________

Donation:  $ _________

TOTAL:  $ _________
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PAY BY CREDIT CARD

If you would like to pay by credit card, please fill out the below details.

Note: there is a $25 minimum.

Card type:  VISA  MASTERCARD

Card number: £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £
Name on card: _________________________________________________________

Expiry date: ____________/___________ Security code (rear of card): £ £ £ £
Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt? YES / NO 

Branch or Group Member is to join: ________________________________________

Code: _____________________________

ADULT MEMBERS

Please circle your shirt size:   
Mens: S / M / L / XL / 2XL / 3XL / 4XL / 5XL Ladies: 8 / 10 / 12 / 14 / 16 /18

Note: Club polo shirts are $25 for existing members.

Please indicate if you would like to purchase additional shirts above. 

PRIVACY LEGISLATION

Do you agree to the use of your image in any media, such as the Club’s journal, 
website or other publicity? YES / NO 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Membership renewals will be due one year after joining. 

www.ubcvic.org.au/members

Articles are now being sought for the next edition of the Club’s 

Journal, which is due out in September 2019

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ARTICLES TO BE INCLUDED IS:
THURSDAY, 29TH AUGUST, 2019 

To ensure that the next issue is out in time, we seek your support in 
ensuring that all articles are received by the deadline date.

Remember, if you include photos to include a caption, if you like, and where you would like it 
placed in the article. 

ARTICLES CAN BE SENT VIA

Email: support@ubcvic.org,au 

Post: PO Box 1429, Tullamarine VIC 3043 

Fax: 9335 6900

Privacy policy reminder — re: photos

All people appearing in photos on the Uncle Bobs Club website,  
in our Journal or other Club publicity will need to be recorded either  

verbally or written with permission to use their photo for up to 3 years.

September 2019 
Journal
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GFA 
Report

This year UBC participated in the Good 
Friday Appeal for the 71st year, with all of 
the branches and groups coming together 
to raise another amazing amount of 
$509,077 for the Royal Children’s Hospital.

Our Peninsula Group once again kicked 
off the day with the 51st barrow push from 
Sorrento to Safety Beach, raising $11,400 
in the beautiful morning sunshine to 
contribute to their final total of $90,760.76.

The Good Friday Appeal is always a 
family affair, and this was perhaps best 
demonstrated at the Bellarine Branch, 
where Sarah and Chris Schultz brought 
newborn daughter Claire for her first Appeal 
as our newest Jet! By the end of the day 
the branch raised $51,809.24, a total Claire 
can be proud of when she’s a little older. 
That amount also included $416 worth of 
raffle tickets to a huge 32 prize winners!

Kids at the Nathalia Branch also got 
involved at the Nathalia Football 
Netball Club or seeing their parents 
among the corner collectors, all 
bringing in a total of $12,494.60.

Like Nathalia, the St Arnaud Branch had 
the support of their local IGA for their 
fundraising efforts, with $1,494.60 their total.

The West Gippsland Branch combined 
their Coles collecting with a tried-and-true 
sausage sizzle, raising a total of $13,527.46.

Supermarkets were also popular 
collecting locations in Melbourne suburbs 
including Doncaster and LaManna 
Supermarket in Essendon Fields.

The Bendigo Branch raised money in style 
this year with a range of activities including 
costumed Easter Bunnies at Bendigo 
Marketplace and a ladies’ night fundraiser 
at local clothing store Cloqué Boutique, 
all towards their total of $61,049.55.

Across the state, 7-Eleven stores were host 
to many volunteers, including those from 
Freemasons Victoria who supported us 
once again, even attracting a visit from their 
Grand Master Keith Murray who also came 
to the counting room at the Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition Centre.

The Kids Day Out, also held at MCEC, was 
as popular as ever, with queues stretching 
around the UBC stand for face painting and 
fairy floss. The 7th Annual UBC GFA Kidz 
Spectacular also drew big crowds with many 
talented singers and dancers taking the 
stage to do their part for their fellow kids.

2019 was a milestone year for our partners 
in the fire brigade, with the MFB celebrating 
their 60th anniversary fundraising for 

the Good Friday Appeal and the MFB and 
CFA running together for the 10th year in 
the 14Hr Treadmill Challenge. Starting out as 
a 24-hour relay through Bourke Street, this 
year the Treadmill Challenge raised $8,229.85, 
bringing the cumulative total for the 10-year 
period to $212,807. Fireys from the two services 
ran a total distance of 270 kilometres.

While there is much more to the Good Friday 
Appeal efforts of everyone involved with 
UBC than can fit into one report, a lot can 
be said in just two words: thank you. Your 
support helped UBC contribute to the overall 
Appeal total of $18,175,467 – a new record.
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St Arnaud Branch
Hi all Uncle Bobbers,

Illness and a heavy schedule were the 
main contributing factors that led to 
us missing the last journal and it all 
began with Remembrance Day

2018 being the 100th anniversary of that 
event which incurred a greater amount of 
planning for the RSL's proposed extended 
service with Gordon and Diane Wright and 
myself, as well as battling the flu, heavily 
involved with this event.  Also on the same 
day was the St. Arnaud Harness Racing 
Club's annual Trotting and Pacing Cups 
meeting at which we normally man the 
gate and we managed to spread our small 
band of workers successfully across the 
two events, a remarkable bit of juggling 
but fortunately the weather gods smiled 
upon us and the $300.00 donation that we 
received from the Harness Racing Club made 
the effort worthwhile.  Then it was time for 
our Christmas raffle and this contributed 
another $566.00 to our coffers on the back 
of a fairly lucrative December market. 

Unfortunately, we did not exactly get off 
to a flying start in 2019 with the first three 
monthly markets being adversely affected 
by the weather as well as Gordon Wright 
going missing in action for a while to have 
his gall bladder removed but he is now 
back in action and we all seem to be over 
what I consider to be the worst bout of the 
flu that I have ever suffered, even though 
I had had the vaccination. The second 
Saturday in April produced a beautiful day 
and resulted in our best market for the 
year so far then it was time for the Easter 
raffle and this year we were privileged 
to be able to sell our tickets in Weir's 

Supermarket and, not only did this provide 
us with a more comfortable environment 
than Napier Street where it can be rather 
horrendously wet, cold and windy at times 
but an increased patronage that netted 
us at of $1,490.60 after the contribution 
from our placement tins and sales at the 
Farmers Arms hotel were included. 

Also during this period, Friday, 12th 
April to be precise, we received a visit 
from Paul Etherington and Daryl Gates 
to do a photo shoot.  With Easter and 
Anzac Day now behind us for another 
year we hunker down for the winter 
months and, hopefully, a continued 
improvement in our monthly markets.

Bob Wooley 
St. Arnaud Branch.

CRAIGIEBURN 

PENINSULA
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Peninsula Group 
A big Hello to all Uncle Bob’s throughout 
the state and a big congratulations to all 
of us for the magnificent effort leading 
up to and on Good Friday this year.

On my last report I mentioned that club 
Stalwart, Clem Kleinig was in hospital with 
the debilitating Guillain-Barre syndrome. 
I am now very happy to report that Clem 
has somewhat recovered from his illness 
and is happy at home living again with his 
sweetheart Val. While he has a little way 
to go, his recovery has been nothing short 
of remarkable and we are all very thankful 
for this. In his usual spirit he was out selling 
raffle ticket in Hastings for the Easter raffle 
and up in the counting room on Good 
Friday helping to count all the coins from 
the wheelbarrow Push.  Good onya Clem   

The rest of us continued on in Clem’s 
absence organising permits for the 
Annual Good Friday Wheelbarrow push 
from Sorrento to Safety beach and 
getting ready for our Easter raffle.  Many 
members stepped up to help, Spencer 
and Sheila in particular did a great Job 
but well done to everyone in our club.

The Easter Raffle was a great success 
and along with some tin shaking leading 
up to Good Friday we had over $10,000 
already raised come Good Friday morning. 
Great effort by all concerned. Thank you.

Good Friday arrived and we were ready to 
go. Tony Carter, at 64 years of age, decided 
he wanted to push the wheelbarrow the 
entire 29 kilometre journey. Many felt this 
task would be beyond him but those of 
us who know him well never doubted he 
would have the guts and determination to 

succeed. Well done Tony. Thank you to the 
CFA who provided the lead vehicle down the 
centre of the highway and thankyou to Altus 
Traffic Control who provided the massive 
safety vehicle that followed on behind.  
Also thanks to Norm & Steve Watson from 
Neptours who supply the support vehicle 
to transport the walkers as required

Once we reach Rosebud we are greeted 
by a massive support team who supply 
lunch to all of the workers and CFA 
volunteers.  Beachside Tourism organise 
this with the help of the lions Club and 
local Traders who donate much of the 
food. It’s a big job but you guys do it 
wonderfully well every year. Well done.

While the barrow is being pushed down the 
highway the local CFA units drive throughout 
the streets collecting as they go. The SES 
and Coast Guard also help by collecting 
at lights. It really is a massive team effort.  
What an amazing organisation the CFA are. 
You have our utmost respect and thanks.

Once the money is collected it needs to 
be counted. Thank you to the Rosebud 
Hotel for offering us a secure place to 
do this. Also thankyou to the Rosebud 
Branch of the ANZ bank for helping with 
the sorting and counting of the money. 
Your expertise makes such a difference.

At the end of the day how proud we 
were to have collected over $80,000 
on the day and together with the 
$10,000 we raised in the weeks leading 
up to Good Friday we rang in a total of 
$90,760.00 for the Good Friday appeal. 

Well done to everyone involved. 
And go Uncle Bobs.
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Nathalia Branch

Our small band of merry men and women, 
a.k.a. UBC members, has had a number 
of quiet months and thus no articles 
have been submitted for a while.

Although we haven't been busy of 
late I will happily, and proudly, report 
on this year's Good Friday Appeal.

Secretary Kylie organised a raffle 
with 4 prizes: 1st. a trailer load of 
wood, 2nd. a Johnny Walker pack, 
3rd. a hamper of Easter eggs, 4th. a 
meal voucher at the Bridge Hotel.

Volunteers spent some hours selling 
tickets outside our local IGA supermarket, 
leading up to Easter; tickets were 
also sold elsewhere, including at 
"headquarters" on Good Friday. Winners 
were drawn around lunch time and 
the happy winners were phoned.

Our CFA trucks were parked in the street 
and we set up tables, etc. in their place, 
as our headquarters. Volunteers came 
to pick up empty money tins and return 
full ones and a few people came and 
made their donations by cheques.

The Bendigo Bank loaned its coin sorting 
and coin weighing machines again and 
counting cash was made much easier, 
as it has been for a number of years, 
through their kindness. A certificate of 
appreciation was given when the machines 
were returned, and deposits were made, 
on the Tuesday. A total of $12,172.00 was 

banked. Of this $2,550 were cheques and 
over $900 was raffle money; the remainder 
came from tin rattling on the day, and also 
from door to door collections a couple 
of days earlier and from a couple of jars 
left in businesses. With our reserve and 
other deposits made during April (prior 
to Easter), we will send $13,208.30 to 
RCH Good Friday Appeal...up by $77 on 
2018. Is it any wonder we are proud?

 Our heartfelt thanks go to our volunteers, 
Bendigo Bank, CFA, donors of raffle 
prizes, and everyone who donated to this 
most worthwhile cause. THANK YOU.

From Easter we go to Christmas! Well, 
not quite, but I am happy to report that 
we intend to have Santa photos again 
this year. In November/December of 2013 
and again during the same time in 2014 
children's photos were taken with our Santa...
UBC life member Fred Elliott. Sadly, and 
tragically Fred passed away unexpectedly 
in March of 2015 and we did not pursue 
finding another Santa, till this year. There 
will be more written about this another 
time; details are still being worked out.

At our last AGM all office bearers 
retained their positions for another 
term. We hope to have more members 
join up in the near future too. 

For now, this is it so it's bye from Nathalia.

Eve Attwood. 
Treasurer and Scribe.
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Bendigo Branch Jarklin Group
The Jarklin would like to congratulate 
all clubs and Branches on a fantastic 
effort for the Good Friday Appeal.

It is just amazing how we continue 
to break records every year.

The Jarklin group held their Easter Egg 
Raffle at the Jarklin Hotel and we made 
an amazing amount of around $450.

Thank you to John for a fantastic effort 
selling our tickets, also thank you to 3year 
old Reagan Potter for drawing the raffle, 
and what a great job she did at that drawing 
out me. I felt guilty winning, so lots of eggs 
were shared out to everyone at the pub.
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Wonthaggi Group

Fantastic Result for the District!

What a great day and a wonderful result 
for the Royal Children’s Hospital.

The Wonthaggi Uncle Bobs Club again 
proudly conducted the Royal Children’s 
Hospital Appeal raising a magnificent 
$47942.90. This was the 37th year the 
UBC has been hosting the Appeal and 
the District can again be very proud 
of this outstanding support for the 
Children’s Hospital, the generosity of the 
community once again demonstrating its 
appreciation of such a wonderful facility.

A small but enthusiastic team of 
grandparents, mums, dads and young 
children, worked hard collecting all day. 
The Kilcunda CFA members and friends 
were also busy collecting around Kilcunda,  
their tally this year $1704.90 while at 
Cape Paterson the enthusiastic collectors 
and fund raisers at the Cape Tavern got a 
magnificent  total of $40392.80 and had a 
great day all round. They even auctioned a 
boat! Well done to Di, Cal, Kerri and their 
special committee along with Michael 
Turton and the “Cape Crew” for a fantastic 
effort and a great fun day. This was an 
enormous event Congratulations again 

to the Wonthaggi Workmen's Club who 
put in a huge effort, raising more than, 
$42000 pushing up the amount raised in 
the area to a new record, around $90000 

Not bad for a small rural community! 
A huge thank you to the Wonthaggi CFA for 
again hosting the Appeal, all the collectors 
who worked tirelessly and all the community 
who generously supported the Appeal.  

Special thanks also to Dot Slade, Darren 
Williams and Lynn Duscher for their great 
work in counting the money and feeding the 
volunteers. It certainly makes you feel proud 
of how we support such a great cause.

Warm regards,

John Duscher 
Appeal Area Organiser

Do you  
shop online? 

Donate when you shop online and 
 the best part is pay no extra to make the donation!!!

 
UBC has signed up with Shopnate, who partners with hundreds of big name Australian 

and International retailers such as Ebay, ASOS, Priceline pharmacy, hotels.com, 
Amazon, Millers, Lorna Jane, Etihad Airways, Expedia (and many more) and allows 

customers to donate to a chosen charity when their shopping online. 

How do you get involved?
All you have to do is nominate UBC - https://www.shopnate.com.au/

cause/uncle-bobs-club-ubc and click “Support Us” 
 and then shop like you normally do but through Shopnate and the 

retailer will donate to UBC on your behalf!

www.ubcvic.org.au/shopnate
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Annual
General Meeting

- 77th -

State President, Paul Etherington and members of the 
State Committee warmly invites you to attend the

All members are advised that the AGM 
of UBC will be held on:

Date:  Sunday 20th October 2019

Time:  Commencing at 2:00 PM

Venue:  Café Zoo
 23 High Street
 Drysdale, Vic, 3222
 www.cafezoo.com.au

Notice of Motion
State Committee recommend:

That e�ective from 1 January 2020 the
Annual Membership for an adult be

increased to $20.00 per annum.

RSVP: Friday 10th October 2019
Phone: 9335 6300 or Email: support@ubcvic.org.au

Meals are available prior to the meeting

for  UBC 

FIND A FRIEND 

The “FIND A FRIEND” campaign is up and running, and so far we have a clear front-
runner!  
 

Here’s what you need to do: 
 Find a friend who wants to help 
 Sign them up (make sure you clearly mark yourself as the “Proposer” on their  

membership form) 
 Have them send the form with their membership fees 

 New membership costs $35 ($25 joining fee + $10 membership fee) 
 Get them to do the same!! 

 

The Reward: 
On June 30, 2016 we will tally up our nominees. The member with the most  
nominations will win a $100 gift voucher of their own choosing.  
In addition, the Branch or Group with the highest percentage of new members  
will also be rewarded with a $100 gift voucher! 
 
You can find a Member Nomination form on page 29, and on the UBC website. 

Win 

$100  
voucher of  

your choice! 


