
Journal 
July 2022

Uncle Bobs Club



  

FOUNDERS
A.E. Clark M.B.E., R.E. Fisher,  
J. McAdam, C.G.T. Williams

STATE PRESIDENT Paul Etherington

STATE PAST PRESIDENT Matthew Lee

STATE VICE PRESIDENT Ian Jager, Bronwen Lamond

STATE SECRETARY Daryl Gates

STATE TREASURER Steven Bates

STATE COMMITTEE
Jacquie Priest, Linda Cron, Ric Blackburn, 
Ron Fenech, Kelly Reaburn, Debbie Botha, 
Julie Owen

STRATEGY & OPERATIONS MANAGER Deanna Carpino

CLUB HISTORIAN

MEDIA COORDINATOR Charlotte Beveridge

HONORARY AUDITORS
Pitcher Partners,  
19th Floor, 15 William Street, Melbourne

HONORARY SOLICITORS
Pearce Webster Dugdales,  
379 Collins Street, Melbourne

ADVISORY ACCOUNTANT
Della & Associates,  
Unit 2 / 10 Harker Street, Sunbury

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 4:30pm

Established 1942 — Incorporated in Victoria 1983

Uncle Bobs Club
A.B.N. 18 006 207 227
Unit 4 /41 – 43 Allied Drive, 
Tullamarine VIC 3043
Telephone: (03) 9335 6300 
E-mail: support@ubcvic.org.au 
Website: www.ubcvic.org.au

More Media Group Aust Pty Ltd 
Level 2, 85 Queen St, Melbourne, Vic 3000 | GPO Box 839, Melbourne, Vic 3001
P: 1300 781 580 | F: 1300 781 590 | E: admin@moremediagroup.com.au
DISCLAIMER: MORE MEDIA GROUP AUST PTY LTD (“Publisher”) advises that the contents of this publication are at the sole discretion of the Uncle Bobs 
Club and the publication is offered for information purposes only. The publication has been formulated in good faith and the Publisher believes its contents to 
be accurate, however, the contents do not amount to a recommendation (either expressly or by implication) and should not be relied upon in lieu of specific 
professional advice. The Publisher disclaims all responsibility for any loss or damage which may be incurred by any reader relying upon the information 
contained in the publication whether that loss or damage is caused by any fault or negligence on the part of the publisher, its directors and employees. 
COPYRIGHT: All content appearing in this publication is subject to copyright and may not be reproduced without the consent of the author/owner, the Uncle 
Bobs Club. All advertisements appearing in this publication are subject to copyright and may not be reproduced except with the consent of the owner of the 
copyright. ADVERTISING: Advertisements in this journal are solicited from organisations and businesses on the understanding that no special considerations 
other than those normally accepted in respect of commercial dealings, will be given to any advertiser. 

PROUDLY PRINTED IN AUSTRALIA



6

Contents

Celebrating 80 Years 03

President’s Report 06

A Trip to St Arnaud 09

Celebrating 80 Years of UBC  12

» An Interview with Bronwen Lamond 12

The Counting Room Experience... 16

Sponsors 18

Happy snaps from Good Friday 2022 20

Vale FAREWELL TO THE FERRET 22

Frank Hargreaves Remembers 24

Awards 28

Branch & Group Reports 30

» Nathalia Branch 31

» West Gippsland Group  34

» Peninsula Group  35

Fill-in Puzzle 37

Fill-in Puzzle Answers 38

Membership Nomination/Renewal Form 39

UBC Merchandise 41

Form of Bequest 43

June 22 Journal Deadline 44

Cover Photo 
Penny Fowler and team with families

read Presidents report for details

2022 Good Friday Appeal

VALE Frank Hargreaves

Celebrating

80
Years

1942 2022

Celebrating

80
Years

1942 2022

3



Celebrating

80
Years

1942 2022

Celebrating

80
Years

1942 2022

4 5



President’s
Report

It is appropriate that I start my report with 
a sincere apology to all our readers for the 
late receipt of our last Journal. Due to many 
factors and communication delays, the last 
Journal was late in production and dispatch, 
therefore many of the articles therein may 
have appeared well out of date. Simply, 
this was not acceptable are we are taking 
steps to avoid future occurrences. Having 
said that, the Journal in the majority is 
produced by volunteers and we have to work 
within their family and work commitments, 
so please be mindful of this aspect.

Well, Good Friday 2022 has happened, 
and yes, our corner collections were back 
although we were not able to get all our 
former corners operational as some of 
our former collectors have retired or were 
unavailable as Good Friday this year fell 
right in the middle of the school holidays. 
Unfortunately, this year, our corporate 
partner 7-Eleven decided to discontinue our 
alliance whereby we were able to place tins 
in their stores in the month prior to Good 
Friday and also allow our good friends from 
the Freemasons Taskforce to collect at their 
stores. Despite our best endeavours and the 
ongoing effects of the COVID19 pandemic, 
we were not able to secure an alternative 
major collection sponsor for this year’s 
Appeal and we were obviously concerned 

how this would impact on the amount we 
could raise this year. Several different venues 
were tried, and in most cases, these were 
successful. We are continuing discussions 
with several different corporates to seek 
approval for collections at their outlets for 
next year’s Appeal so watch this space!

As a fundraiser for the 2022 Appeal, the 
Club conducted an open garden fete at 
Villa Verde in Greenvale. What a beautiful 
venue, and we are very grateful for the Barca 
family for making this venue available to us. 
Stalls included a petting zoo, coffee cart, 
jumping castle, face painting, chill out area, 
AFL poster sales, knitted goods sales and 
of course, the obligatory, sausage sizzle. 
The event was made all more special by 
the visit of Penny Fowler, chairman of the 
RCH Good Friday Appeal together with 
the Appeal director, Rebecca Cowan and 
their families. We were able to recreate a 
very special moment in the Club’s history – 
many years ago, Penny’s grandmother and 
a longstanding patron of the Club, Dame 
Elisabeth Murdoch had been pictured in 
our wheelbarrow at the commencement of 
the Annual Wheelbarrow collection which 
at that time started in Frankston on its 

journey to Melbourne. Penny graciously 
agreed to emulate this photo in our “current” 
wheelbarrow with an article being published 
in the following week’s Herald Sun. Thank 
you Penny for helping us celebrate 80 
years of supporting Children’s Health.

Having said this, we were excited to be 
able to raise a total of $210,080 towards 
this year’s Appeal which is a real credit 
to all our members and volunteers. It was 
fantastic to see so many familiar faces 
back in our Melbourne Counting Room. 
On the day, in conjunction with our State 
Treasurer, Steve Bates, we were able to 
attend at Sorrento, the commencement of 
the Peninsula Wheelbarrow Push on their 
journey to Safety Beach. Once again, Club 
stalwart Clem Kleinig was there to motivate 
and flag the collectors off – although he 

was not able to do the walk, he was there 
in the lead vehicle urging our collectors 
onwards. Our thanks also go to all the 
CFA Brigades who help collect along the 
journey up the Peninsula and to Altus 
Traffic Management who provide our safety 
support vehicles for the collection – we 
couldn’t do it without your assistance, and 
we really appreciate your ongoing support.

Steve and I also visited many of our corner 
collection sites and it was great to see 
many familiar faces, together with many 
new faces collecting for the Appeal. Many 
of our Club Directors also assisted at 
corners where we were short of collectors 
and returned to assist in the counting 
room later in the day. To everyone who 
volunteered, no matter what role you did, 
thank you, thank you, thank you – your 
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dedication and assistance can never be 
underestimated and is always appreciated.

The RCH Good Friday Appeal is only part of 
our ongoing mission to support Children’s 
Health in Victoria and I am pleased to 
advise that our “Local Giving for Local 
Health” initiative continues to kick goals. 
State Committee recently approved the 
funding completion of 2 more requests, 
being to West Gippsland Hospital and 
La Trobe District Hospital for vital pieces 
of equipment for their children’s wards. 
Presentation of these items is expected 
shortly, and this will join requests that 
we have satisfied for Northern Health, 
Bendigo Health, Barwon Health, and East 
Wimmera Health (St Arnaud). This initiative 
is ongoing, and your Board has adopted 4 
new proposals for the coming 12 months, 
so the fundraising continues. Many of you 
will have noted that we are sending out via 
email a monthly newsletter outlining coming 
fundraising activities, such as the St Arnaud 
market / BBQ, Diamon Creek Rotary Tram 
Café and clothing stalls. We have a small 
core of volunteers who assist with these 

President’s Report 
continued...

activities, but we really would like to see 
some new volunteers to help spread the 
load. Don’t worry, you won’t be thrown in 
the deep end as you will be accompanied 
by one of our core volunteers, so why not 
give it a go – it only takes a phone call to 
our Fundraising and Operations Manager, 
Deanna Carpino to take that first step!

Just a reminder, our 80th Anniversary 
celebration event is coming in October 
so watch your inboxes and mailboxes 
for more details as they are released. We 
would love to see you there to help us 
celebrate 80 years of UBC in Victoria.

Finally, on a sad note, as you will read later 
in this Journal, the Club was saddened to 
hear of the sudden passing of our Club 
Historian, Frank Hargreaves. His passing 
leaves a large hole in the Club as his 
knowledge of the Club and its history was 
second to none. Thank you for all your 
service to the Club, may you rest in peace.

Paul Etherington 
State President

A trip to St Arnaud 

In conjunction with fellow director, Linda 
Cron, I recently had the pleasure of visiting 
East Wimmera Health, St Arnaud hospital to 
present them with the communication device 
they had requested, and which has been 
funded under our “Local Giving for Local 
Health” initiative. We were joined by local 
Branch stalwarts, Di and Gordon Wright at 
the presentation, which also received media 
coverage through their town newspaper. 

Thinking back about the presentation, 
I thought it would be nice to recount 
how the funds were raised, hence this 
article about a recent trip undertaken 
by our State Treasurer, Steve Bates 
and myself on ‘A trip to St Arnaud’. 

St Arnaud is a lovely town situated on 
the main railway line to Mildura and has 
been known for its farming activities as 
well as formerly having a large railway 
presence with a large depot and allocation 
of railway personnel. I believe that at one 
stage, the town had 8 hotels which were 
all well supported but sadly this has now 
diminished to 2 plus the local sporting club. 
Whilst the town population has somewhat 
diminished over past years, the town is now 
showing a revival with it becoming popular 
with people looking for a change of life 
environment which bodes well for its future. 
Our St Arnaud Branch has long been part 
of the town and has contributed significant 
funds towards UBC fundraising, both the 

St Arnaud MarketDi and Gordon setting set up.                 
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Royal Children’s Hospital and supporting 
the children’s ward at their local hospital. 
It is a small group, with the core being Di 
and Gordon Wright, Bob Wooley and other 
local townspeople to support their activities. 
One of these activities has been the UBC 
Market held on the 2nd Saturday of the 
month in the carpark behind the council 
offices. Due to COVID, unfortunately, the 
market was suspended for some time, but 
with encouragement from State Committee, 
was re-established last year and more 
importantly, their famous BBQ was back! 

Each month, a couple of members of State 
Committee has made the 3-hour trip to St 
Arnaud to assist with the BBQ and in May, 
Steve and myself volunteered to make the 
journey. Start time for us was 7.00am, so our 
journey was undertaken on Friday afternoon, 
with a visit to the Club offices to pick up 
supplies with arrival at St Arnaud late 
afternoon after an uneventful but pleasant 
trip, with an eye out for the ever-present 
kangaroos! After checking in to our local 
accommodation, it was time to visit the local 
RSL where we were warmly welcomed by 
Di for a drink with the locals, the RSL being 
a popular meeting place to catch up on the 
week’s activities. Following this, the hard 
decision, where to have an evening meal, the 
local sporting club for a Chinese feast, or the 
Farmer’s Arms for a great steak or parma. 

At 7.00am, we meet Di and Gordon to 
assist with the set-up of our stall and the 
distribution of tables for other stallholders. 
Dawn was still coming, but the sky was 
clear hopefully indicating fine weather for 
the market. Unfortunately, with clear skies, 
this also meant a very brisk morning with 
the ‘feels like’ temperature being zero, 
so the important task was getting the 

actual BBQ up and operational. The BBQ 
has certainly seen better days with the 
control knobs long departed but a pair of 
multigrips proving a good alternative.  

Other stallholders were slowly arriving 
including many regulars, such as the plant 
vendor from Rupanyup, the baker from 
Ararat, a tool merchant from Maryborough, 
plus many locals with their wares such as 
jams, soaps, local produce, knitted goods 
and more. Given it was early winter, the 
number of stallholders was slightly down; 
however, with the warmer months, there 
are usually 20 or more plying their trade. 

The UBC BBQ is different from other 
sausage sizzles I have attended; yes, the 
meat is from the local butcher and is 
brilliant, but I was wondering about the 
pot sitting on the BBQ. My curiosity was 

Paul freezing at St Arnaud Market, but look 
at that smile the smell must be beautiful.                

quickly satisfied – freshly cooked sausages 
and burgers were dispatched into the pot 
which contained gravy thereby assuring 
that the contents were always plump 
and tasty – no dried-out sausages here! 
Accompanied by freshly prepared coleslaw 
made by local member Jeanette, and of 
course, your choice of sauces, a hot cup of 
coffee or tea, what more could you ask for? 

The market is another local meeting place, to 
stop for a chat, stock up and of course, enjoy 
a succulent burger or sausage. Needless to 
say, our trade was brisk and constant and 
yes, the day did remain fine and chilly. Before 
we knew it, at 1.00pm, it was time to start 
packing up after another successful market, 
but funny thing is, our wallets were also a bit 
lighter – it’s hard not to sample some of the 
delights available from other stallholders! 

You are always made to feel very welcome 
at St Arnaud and I must say, it is an absolute 
pleasure in assisting Di and our MasterChef, 
Gordon; the laughs are ongoing, and Gordon 
always provides volunteers with his fabulous 
egg and bacon sandwich for breakfast.  

We are always looking for more volunteers 
to assist at the BBQ and we have a roster 
until December now available. I can 
guarantee that you will have a fun day and 
know that you are assisting our fundraising 
activities at UBC. If you would like to know 
more, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at stpresident@ubcvic.org.au. 

Paul Etherington
State President 

East Wimmera Health, St Arnaud hospital 
presenting communication device
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In the first of our “Celebrating 80 years  
of UBC” interviews, we have taken 
the opportunity to speak with one 
of the Club’s current Vice Presidents 
and 3rd generation Uncle Bob. 

What is your earliest recollection of UBC? 

My first recollection is working in the UBC 
Counting room which at that time was 
situated in the building behind the Herald 
Sun loading dock in Flinders Street. We 
had 2 adjoining rooms which were so 
small we barely had room for a table down 
the middle and chairs on each side. The 
rooms were upstairs, and all the street 
collections had to be manually carried 
to the room. There was no such thing as 
‘social distancing’ in those days and you 
certainly got to know everyone who was 
volunteering in there – it was a lot of fun. 

Tell us a bit about your family history 

It all started with my grandfather, Bob 
Lamond. He was part of the 2nd wave of 
Uncle Bobs and he became State President 
of the Club. He had many friends within 
the organisation and at the time, I was a 
patient in the Royal Children’s Hospital, so 
the hospital was very close to his heart. 
I was lucky that I was visited regularly 
by his friends who would bring me little 
gifts, like sweets which I thoroughly 
enjoyed. In those days, I was extremely 
ill, in fact, I was not expected to survive 
the illness, but thankfully I have outlived 
all their expectations of my survival. 

My father, Kevin became the 2nd generation 
Uncle Bob and he too, eventually became 
State President of the Club. Sadly, he died 
‘in office’, and I remember that his funeral 
was attended by over 1,000 people, many 

Celebrating      
80 years of UBC
An Interview with Bronwen Lamond 

being past and present Uncle Bobs. I 
remember attending massive fundraising 
balls held by the Club at that time, guests 
who included the Victorian State Governor 
who was the Club Patron. I had to be on 
my best behaviour, well at least, I tried! 

It was inevitable that I too would become 
a director of the Club, but don’t ask the 
exact date I joined State Committee. Over 
the years, I have held many positions on 
the Committee including State Secretary 
and I am currently a State Vice President. 

My daughters, Sarah and Jacquie have 
become the 4th generation of our family 
to be UBC members and also volunteer as 
directors of the Club. Although Sarah is not 
a current director, she too has previously 
been a State Secretary of the Club, whilst 
Jacquie is currently Assistant State Secretary 
of UBC. Needless to say, I am extremely 

proud that they have followed in the steps 
of their grandfather and great grandfather. 

What was the first UBC activity you 
attended?    

The first activity I remember was visiting the 
Orthopaedic Ward of the Royal Children’s 
Hospital which at that time was in Mt Eliza. I 
couldn’t understand why there were so many 
children in bed with some of their limbs in 
slings. One of the activities the Club did 
then was to sponsor the Hospital’s annual 
Christmas Party, where gifts were provided 
for each kid. When the ward was relocated 
to its present site on Flemington Road and 
the Club assisted with purchase of a building 
for what became known as the “Uncle 
Bobs Club Child Development Centre”, we 
continued to provide funding for Christmas 
gifts for the kids for many years to come. 

Sarah, Bron and Jacquie
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What are your fondest memories of 
the Club?    

Once again, this harks back to the days I was 
a patient at the Royal Children’s. The regular 
visits by my grandfather’s UBC friends 
helped keep my spirits up, and I feel, kept 
me going. Their smiling faces, the chats we 
had and their small tokens to cheer me up 
remain imbedded in my memories. Another 
fond memory was when Bob Willey (a 
former Executive Office, director and State 
President of UBC) and me visited Alf Clarke, 
one of the founders of the Club at his Olivers 
Hill home. This wasn’t long before he passed 
away and it was an honour to meet with him. 

What was your funniest moment in 
the Club? 

This would have to be back in the Counting 

room days at the Herald Sun Buildings. As 
I said earlier, the counting room was very 
narrow, and unfortunately, I have a ‘weak 
bladder’ which necessitated regular visits 
to the conveniences. This either involved a 
crawl under the tables or everyone having 
to get up and move to get out. Needless to 
say, over time, I was given a chair closer to 
the door! One of our cherished members 
at that time, Tom Bush, a former patient 
in the Orthopaedic ward had fun in saying 
that I only wanted to go and see some of 
the many celebrities who visited during 
the Appeal; maybe this was partially true. 

Another moment from the early years would 
have to be when the Club conducted the 
Wheelbarrow Push from Frankston to the 
city for the Appeal. This was co-ordinated 
by my dad, and he decided that it would 
be a good idea for me to wear a “Smurf” 

costume as they were a big thing at the time. 
A bystander thought it would be funny to try 
and trip me up which I did not appreciate. I 
quickly ripped off the head and said to dad, 
find someone else before I thump someone 
– after a few calming words, the head 
went back on and I continued smurfing! 

What was your proudest moment? 

My proudest moment without a doubt was 
when my father became State President 
of the Club and watching him and my 
mother, shall we say, ‘steer the ship’. They 
represented the Club at many events and 
fundraisers – I fondly remember one garden 
party they attended and mum wore this 
hat consisting of many little white flowers, 
wow, quite a statement at the time. 

My other proudest moment was 
when I was awarded the “Meritorious 
Service Award” by the Club, quite an 
unexpected but cherished honour. 

What would you say to someone wanting to 
join UBC either as a volunteer or member? 

Just remember, that your contribution, no 
matter how small or large, is valuable to the 
Club. You don’t have to be an UBC member 
for 50 years for your ideas to be accepted 
and valued. I encourage you to be active, 
share your talents, and make the most of 
the transferable skills within the Club. 

The history of the Club is something 
to be very proud of, but we need to 
live in and adapt to present. Most 
of all, have fun in what you do. 

Finally, is there anything else 
you would like to add? 

I would like to think that the Club will 
continue to provide more opportunities 
for younger professionals (both white and 
blue collar) who can and will leave their 
mark on the Club. The Club’s future lies 
with the younger generation and there 
is no reason why we can’t have a mentor 
program to assist their development 
both within the Club and personally. 
Finally, respect everyone’s contributions 
otherwise nothing will happen. 

Celebrating

80
Years

1942 2022
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The Counting Room 
Experience... 

2022 is the 8th year I have been in 
the counting room at the Good Friday 
Appeal, this year was a slightly special 
one for me as it was the first year I was 
there as a director of Uncle Bobs Club. 

Every year in the counting room is such 
a different, new and exciting experience. 

There are always old friends to see and 
plenty of new people to meet and to 
hear all the stories of how people have 
collected within the year or that morning, 
out on the SES/Fire trucks, on a corner 
shaking tins or even raffles and events 
they have held throughout the year. 

(Left to right)
Debbie, Amy, Lachlan, Shona, Mindi

This year being Uncle Bobs Clubs 80th 
year we also had an amazing cake which 
was made by one of our volunteers. 
That is also another guarantee when 
you are in the counting room, there 
is ALWAYS an abundance of food, 
chocolate, lollies, cookies floating around, 
if you leave the counting room hungry 
then you’re doing something wrong! 

One of the greatest things about Uncle Bobs 
is that not just in the counting room but at 
every event, function, meeting etc,. even if 
you come alone someone will take you under 
their wing and by the time you leave you are 
family. I cannot wait to see Amy & Lachlan 
and all my old friends again next year!

Debbie Botha
Director

This year I got to meet 2 new faces, a mother 
and son duo (Amy & Lachlan) who in other 
years had always done corner collections, 
this year they decided to shake things up 
and come into the Kids Day Out.  Firstly, 
they helped the Uncle Bobs section making 
popcorn, fairy floss, slushies and selling raffle 
tickets, then after that had shut came into 
the counting room and I had the pleasure 
of having them on my table. Each year our 
table tries to count more money than the 
year before, it’s a little game that we play, 
this year unfortunately we didn’t beat it but 
we still counted a massive amount of money. 
It’s also fun seeing what area the money has 
come from and you get extremely proud 
when you see tins from your home town and 
see how much they had donated. Sometimes 
you can also find strange things in the tins 
from batteries, trolley tokens, sim cards, even 
diamonds (ok they may have been plastic 
but we can dream HAHA) and so many 
foreign coins, they are always interesting!
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Accounting to You

Bakers Delight – Werribee

Belmont Hotel-Bendigo

BLS Financial PTY LTD-Bendigo

Bunnings

Diamond Creek Tram Café

Harvey Norman

Hi Quality Victoria Pty Ltd

La Onda Latin Mex-Dromana

Retailings Australia

Screw It Screws

Streatside Café & Eatery-Warragul

Wall to Wall Framing 

Warragul Country Club

UBC would like to show our appreciation to our 
incredible organisations and community groups 

that support us all year round. 
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Happy snaps from
Good Friday 2022
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Vale
FAREWELL TO "THE FERRET"

On Wednesday 8 June, we received 
the sad news that our Honorary Club 
Historian had suddenly passed away the 
previous Monday after a short illness.

Frank had a long and decorated history 
with the Uncle Bobs Club, having joined 
the Club on 17 October 1964 being member 
number 7009. He initially joined State 
Committee as a director in the 1968/69 
year, and held the position of State Vice 
President in 1971/72, 1972/73 and 1980/81. 
He also held the position of State President 
in the years 1973-1976, as well as the role of 
State Treasurer from 1976 to 1982, 1984/85 
and 1986/87. From 1982 to 1984, he held 
the role of State Treasurer/ Secretary, 
followed by further terms in this role from 
1985/86, 1987/88 and 1988 to January 1989.

During his time as a director, he acted at 
one time or the other as convenor of our 
former General Purposes Sub Committee, 

the Good Friday Appeal Sub Committee and 
the 50th Anniversary Sub Committee. From 
1975 to 1990, he also acted as the Magazine 
/ Journal Editor and finally, as our Club 
Historian from 2013 up to his sudden passing.

Outside State Committee, Frank was 
heavily involved with the former Eastern 
Suburban Branch which was based at 
the Riversdale Hotel where the Club was 
initially established in 1942. Roles within the 
ESB included Branch President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and Secretary / Treasurer.

In recognition of his services to UBC, 
Frank was awarded Life Membership in 
1973 and in 1975, he was awarded the 
Club’s highest honour, the Meritorious 
Service Award. Outside the Club, he 
received a ‘Develop Victoria Council’s 
Community Service Award’ in 1982.

Frank’s knowledge of the Club and its 

history could not be disputed, and it is 
appropriate that when our former Executive 
Officer, Ray Richards, was looking to bring 
back Frank “within the fold”, that the role 
of Honorary Historian would be best suited 
to Frank’s talent and skills. You may ask 
how the term “The Ferret” came to pass 
– well, you only had to give Frank a task 
or challenge and you knew it would be 
done, no matter the amount of research or 
delving into the past required. An example 
of this is when we were looking for photos 
of the Club’s four founders – three could 
be located, but the fourth provided to 
be very elusive to all but Frank who was 
able to track back through family records 
etc. and finally, located the outstanding 
photo – after this effort, the nickname 
of “The Ferret” was bestowed on him.

At Frank’s funeral on June 20th, I had the 
honour of representing the Club and was 
accompanied by current and past State 
Committee members, together with our 

former Executive Officer, Ray Richards 
and past Branch members. Condolences 
were extended on behalf of our Branch and 
Group members to Frank’s wife Rosalie and 
his surviving children, Sharon and Jeffrey 
and their families. The family asked that 
in lieu of flowers, that donations be made 
to UBC, so it could be said that Frank 
was collecting for the Club to the end.

Prior to his passing, Frank was working on 
an article for our 80th Anniversary – ‘Frank 
Hargreaves Remembers’, and this has 
been passed on to us by his son, Jeffrey. 
This article follows and is a suitable tribute 
to the memory of Frank Hargreaves.

Paul Etherington 
State President
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As the Club celebrates its 80th 
Anniversary, I thought about my time as 
an Uncle Bob, and would like to share 
some of those thoughts with you.

Back in 1964 my Father and I used 
to catch up each Saturday morning 
for a convivial in the Club bar of the 
Riversdale Hotel in Hawthorn.

Each week we would buy a couple of 
raffle tickets, and two weeks in a row I 
won the raffle, the prizes being a frozen 
leg of lamb and some vegetables.

Having won it twice, and saw that the 
name on the raffle ticket was "Uncle Bobs 
Club", I then asked the gentleman selling 
the tickets what the Uncle Bobs Club was.

That was on the 17th October, 1964, the day 
I became an Uncle Bob as a member of the 
Riversdale Branch which, in May 1965 was 
renamed to the Eastern Suburban Branch.

On that day I met three wonderful men 
being Charles Scully (President), Ted 
Jobson (Secretary) and John Scully 
(Treasurer), all of whom became my dearest 
friends, and sadly have all passed on.

From there I worked as a volunteer 
collector at Camberwell Junction on Good 
Friday, joined the Branch committee, 
and over many years served as Branch 
Secretary, Treasurer and President. The 
Branch ceased operations in May 1995.

I was elected to the State Committee at 
the Club's 26th Annual General Meeting 
held in August 1968, and served in many 
positions on State Committee through 
to 1989, and then served as Projects 
and Planning Officer for 12 months.

I was installed as State President at the 3pt 
Annual General Meeting held at the Victoria 
Bowling Club on 14th September 1973, and 
served in that position for three challenging, 
exciting and very enjoyable years.

Some of the wonderful 
memories I have of my 
time as State President 
are:
• Attending many Branch and 
Group functions, and meeting so 
many dedicated Uncle Bobs.

Frank Hargreaves 
Remembers 

• Attending the foundation meetings 
of new Branches and Groups.

• Seeing the Club's contribution to 
the Good Friday Appeal rise from 
$32,000 in 1974 to $48,000 in 1975, 
and then to $60,000 in 1976.

• Presenting on the Club's behalf financial 
grants to many organisations that qualified 
for assistance under the Club's charter.

• The smiles on the faces of the children 
at the UBC Rehabilitation Centre when 
Santa gave them their Christmas presents.

• My many visits to the Royal 
Children's Hospital.

• Spending a day at the Home of our No.1 
Founder Mr Alf Clark, and chatting with him 

for hours about the early days of the Club.

• Seeing the joy on the faces of my 
fellow Committee members when they 
saw their plans come to fruition.

• Presenting Club awards to 
many worthy recipients.

• The opening of the Opportunity Shop 
in Carlton, which had been a long  time 
dream of our dear friend and fellow State 
Committeeman, Mr. Cliff Burgess.

• The attendance of the State Governor 
Sir Henry Winneke and Lady Winneke 
at the Club's Annual Dinner Dance 
at the Royal Ballroom in 1974
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My Thanks
Also. I will never forget all the people 
that I worked with. and helped me 
during my time as an Office Bearer of 
the Club, many of who became my dear 
friends. A lot of them are no longer 
with us, but I will never forget them.

I could not have done the President's job 
without the fantastic support of my family, 
particularly my lovely Wife, Rosalie, who, 
for her own efforts. was awarded Honorary 
Life Membership of the Club in 1976.

Awards
I was honoured and proud to receive 
Life Membership of the Club in 1973 and 
the Meritorious Service Award in 1975.

In 1982, the Club's 40th Anniversary, I was 
awarded the 'Develop Victoria Council's 
Community Service Award', which was 
presented to me by the then State 
Governor, Sir Brian Murray, at Government 
House in front of many Uncle Bobs from 
all over the State, my family and friends, 
and Government and other dignitaries.

At age 82 I now do what I can for the Club in my 
role as its Historian. which I thoroughly enjoy.

With the fondest of memories,
Frank Hargreaves

Here I am being congratulated by Sir Brian Murray on my award, 
in company with Lady Murray, and my very proud Wife Rosalie.
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Awards 

Good Friday is the biggest and busiest day 
of the year at UBC, with the Good Friday 
Appeal as our major fundraising initiative 
there are many events supported by even 
more volunteers all around Victoria.

But this year, somehow among 
everything that makes a successful 
appeal, we found time for a brief award 
presentation, in the UBC media room at 
Good Friday Appeal HQ, the Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition Centre.

State President Paul Etherington was on 
hand to recognise several UBC members 
on behalf of the club. Robyn Rodriguez 

and Charlotte Beveridge received plaques 
of appreciation for their contributions 
to a range of fundraising activities. 

Kelly Falconer, nee Reaburn, was 
presented with an Honorary Life 
Membership, which the rest of the State 
Committee had somehow managed to 
keep secret so that it was a surprise!

All three were very grateful for the 
acknowledgements and it provided 
an extra boost of positivity for 
the rest of the afternoon.
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Branch & Group 
Reports

The Royal Children’s Hospital Good 
Friday Appeal…was a great success 
again this year, I’m very pleased to say.

As usual, the CFA moved out a couple of 
its fire trucks and we “took up residence” 
for a few hours, on April 15th. The Bendigo 
Bank loaned us its coin sorting and coin 
weighing machines again this Easter and 
these made the counting much easier. 
People also stopped in, with donations of 
cheques and cash, where we had set up. 

Our volunteers did their usual tin rattling 
door to door, stood at certain points in the 
street to catch motorists going/coming 
through our town, and there were also 
money jars from a few locations, in and 

Nathalia Branch

out of town, to add to the tally. Barmah 
CFA brought us the tins of money that 
they had also collected for the appeal. 

In our town are many generous people 
but only one will be mentioned here. Last 
year Oscar started a kind of tradition, 
giving 10% of whatever the town raised 
for GFA; this year Oscar wrote a cheque 
for 10% of takings again. A cheque for 
$14,345.44 was sent to head office, soon 
after Easter. We are proud of this amount, 
our volunteers, and everyone who donated.

There was a market on Easter                           
Saturday; there was a UBC stall as 
well as a raffle…both successful.

GF CFA base for UBC

Janet on Good Friday
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Speaking of raffles, the ones we held at 
the Court House Hotel a few times can no 
longer take place due to the hotel being 
closed. Apparently, it has been sold but 
not settled yet. There are two other hotels 
in our town, but they are also closed! One 
is up for sale; the other is being renovated. 
There are hotels, in other towns, not too 
far from Nathalia, and we hope to hold 
raffles there occasionally. We have UBC 
jars/tins at these premises already so we 
think the odd raffles will be permitted.

Our meeting room beside the electrical 
shop in the main street is far more 
comfortable than meeting outdoors like 
we used to, at UBC park. The reverse 
cycle air conditioner kept the cold at bay 
at our meeting in early June. We are very 
grateful to Ross for free use of the premises 
AND electricity. It matters not what the 
weather may be like outdoors, indoors 
it’s much more pleasant each month.

The past couple of meetings have been 
attended by someone new and she is now 
one of our valued members. We would like 
to welcome more members too, but the 

task is not such an easy one. Other clubs 
in Nathalia are having similar problems, i.e. 
low memberships, and little luck in getting 
new members. All we can do is keep 
trying…nothing ventured, nothing gained.

There was a “Moira Midwinter” weeklong 
event at a few towns in Moira shire. 
Nathalia’s turn started on 17th June.  The 
Moira Shire asked our club to cook a BBQ 
on Sunday afternoon, June 19th and we 
would receive a $200 donation. A few 
volunteers went to Apex Park beside the 
Broken Creek and cooked on the BBQ there. 
The day started foggy and cold, but the 
afternoon was clear, making time at the 
BBQ (between 2 & 4) much more pleasant. 

On June 26th, plans are to have children’s 
chalk art on the footpath beside Apex Park; 
the BBQ would also be utilised, and food 
and drinks sold. Profits to go to our club. 
We hope to be lucky with the weather 
again and also hope to have many children 
participate…and plenty of onlookers.

Another idea we talked about is a 
car boot sale at Uncle Bob’s Park, 
later in the year. No date yet.

Volunteers at an intersection 
in Nathalia.             

Nathalia Football Club 3rds 
with their GFA collection tins

Even later in the year we intend to 
have Santa photo sessions again, 
dates to be worked out later on.

For now, this is it; I hope to report 
favourably on the chalk art, and 
other matters, next time.

Bye now,

Eve Attwood

UBC Nathalia Branch Treasurer 2021/’22 
and writer of Journal articles.

HAPPY 80th UNCLE BOBS CLUB!!!

Moira Shire BBQ Ted
and Janet.            

Moira Shire BBQ, Jasmin 
serving a customer

Moira Shire BBQ, 
Ted cooking

Easter Saturday market
Janet James and Kylie Dohnt

President Stacey Thorpe and 
Secretary Kylie Dohnt
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West Gippsland Group

For this year’s Royal Children’s Hospital 
Good Friday Appeal, the Group was pleased 
to hand over the amount of $8,020.95 which 
represented collections in the Warragul, 
Drouin, Bunyip and Neerim South areas. On 
behalf of the Group, I would like to thank all 
our supporters for their efforts, in particular 
our doorknockers, Brian, Elaine & Jo for 
another great effort, and also to the team 
from St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School 
who enabled us to re-instate our corner 
collections on Good Friday – over $1,200 was 
raised from the corner collections, a great 
result. To all the retail stores, petrol stations 
and businesses who allow placement of 
our collection tins, both for the Good 
Friday Appeal and also UBC fundraising, 
our sincerest thanks – we couldn’t do it 
without you. We don’t have enough space 
to individually list all the results, but we 
really do appreciate your support. 

As you would be aware, the Group has 
been raising funds towards the purchase 

of a snuggle cot for the West Gippsland 
Hospital under the Club’s Local Giving for 
Local Health initiative and fundraising events 
have been held locally at the Streatside Café 
and Warragul Racing Club. Together with 
what has been raised at these events, our 
State Support office has now advised that 
due to the fundraising efforts throughout 
the State, sufficient funds have now been 
raised to complete the purchase of the 
snuggle cot and we look forward to its 
formal presentation in the not-too-distant 
future. Our fundraising efforts will be 
continuing as the Local Giving for Local 
Health initiative is an ongoing project and 
we look forward to your ongoing assistance. 

On behalf of the West Gippsland Group 

Kevin Potter
Group Secretary / Treasurer 

Paul Etherington UBC President and Karen Lindorff 
UBC West Gippsland Group President. 

Peninsula Group 

Hello all Uncle Bobs.  How wonderful was it 
that this year we were able to run our Annual 
Wheelbarrow push from Sorrento to Safety 
Beach. With Covid restrictions starting to 
become just a horrible memory we were able 
to run this year's event almost unrestricted.  

Once again, we were shaking tins in the 
streets of the Mornington Peninsula, we 
were able to collect at the lights at various 
locations along the Nepean Highway, 
once again we were able to push our 
wheelbarrow along the highway and once 
again the local volunteer CFA fire brigades 
were able to collect around the streets.  

Even the weather Gods smiled down 
upon us and the sun shone brightly and 
a gentle breezed greeted us for our 
triumphant return. Some things had 

changed. Many members were no longer 
in a position to help on the day. Sadly, 
father time had snuck up on a few of us 
and a few others had retired from the 
club after many years’ faithful service. Still 
we had enough volunteers to continue 
on. For the first time in nearly half a 
century we didn’t use the Rosebud Hotel 
as our base for the day and moved our 
headquarters to the Dromana CFA. 

One thing that hadn’t changed was the 
generosity of the community and their 
love of the Royal Children’s Hospital Good 
Friday Appeal. We couldn’t help but 
feel that the public was happy to see us 
collecting and eager to donate to the day. 

We are pleased to report that our overall 
contribution to the appeal was  
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$65,890.00. Wow what a great result 
of which we are justifiably proud.

Once again, we wish to thank the 
wonderful contribution the local CFA 
makes each and every year. Quite simply 
we couldn’t do it without them. Thanks, 
to Tim Desmond for marshalling all of 
the CFA volunteers. Also, thank you to 
the SES for their continued support.

Also, we were delighted to present Norm 
Watson a certificate of appreciation 
for the incredible contribution he has 
made for the Club over the years. 

We now look forward to an even 
bigger and better event next year.

Fill-in Puzzle
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Fill-in Puzzle Answers
Please complete the following and return to PO Box 1429, Tullamarine, 3043

DECLARATION

I, (Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms) __________________________________________________

desire to renew / become an Adult / Jet / Company member of Uncle Bobs Club 
and agree to be bound by the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Club 
(which can be found at www.ubcvic.org.au).

Address: ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________ Mobile: _________________ Work: ______________

Date of birth: ______/_______/_______     Fax: ________________

Signature: _______________________________ Date: _____/______/_______  _____

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yearly subscription is $20 Adult Membership, $5 Jet Membership (under 18)  

and $110 Company Membership. *A joining fee of $25 applies for new Adult members.  

Only new Adult members will receive a Club polo shirt.  

All fees are GST inclusive.

Membership renewals will be due one year after joining. 

www.ubcvic.org.au/members

Membership
Nomination/Renewal Form

Do you have a Working with Children Card? 

YES / NO 

Number: ____________________________ 

Expiry: ____/____/____

Joining Fee:  $ _________

Membership Fee: $ _________

Donation:  $ _________

TOTAL:  $ _________
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PAY BY CREDIT CARD

If you would like to pay by credit card, please fill out the below details.

Note: there is a $25 minimum.

Card type:  VISA  MASTERCARD

Card number: £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £
Name on card: _________________________________________________________

Expiry date: ____________/___________ Security code (rear of card): £ £ £ £
Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt? YES / NO 

Branch or Group Member is to join: ________________________________________

Code: _____________________________

ADULT MEMBERS

Please circle your shirt size:   
Mens: S / M / L / XL / 2XL / 3XL / 4XL / 5XL Ladies: 8 / 10 / 12 / 14 / 16 /18

Note: Club polo shirts are $25 for existing members.

Please indicate if you would like to purchase additional shirts above. 

PRIVACY LEGISLATION

Do you agree to the use of your image in any media, such as the Club’s journal, 
website or other publicity? YES / NO 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Membership renewals will be due one year after joining. 

www.ubcvic.org.au/members
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Form of Bequest
Please consider this important first step

We do ask that you seek independent legal advice and 
discuss your intentions with your loved ones.

 
Residuary estate gift to Uncle Bobs Club

“I GIVE to Uncle Bobs Club (ABN 18006207227) of Unit 4, 41-43 Allied Drive, Tullamarine 
3043, a _______ (insert a figure) percent share of my residuary estate for its general 
purposes and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Chief Administration Officer, Secretary, 

Treasurer or other proper officer of Uncle Bobs Club shall be a sufficient discharge 
to my Trustees without my Trustees being required to see the application thereof

Pecuniary legacy gift to Uncle Bobs Club

“I GIVE to Uncle Bobs Club (ABN 18006207227) of Unit 4, 41-43 Allied Drive, Tullamarine 
3043, a legacy of $_______ (insert an amount) of my residuary estate for its general 
purposes and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Chief Administration Officer, Secretary, 

Treasurer or other proper officer of Uncle Bobs Club shall be a sufficient discharge 
to my Trustees without my Trustees being required to see the application thereof

Specific purpose gift to Uncle Bobs Club. 

Examples of a specific purpose gift:

1. Study Scholarship for paediatric nurses, doctors, surgeons, research projects. 

2. Equipment for your local community hospital or a major children’s hospital.

3. Support for individual paediatric or adolescent patients to assist 
in their recovery or the management of their illness.

PLEASE NOTE:

The Uncle Bobs Club is pleased to inform you that our honorary solicitors, Pearce 
Webster Dugdales, 379 Collins St, Melbourne, have indicated that they would be 
prepared to make wills without charge to people making a bequest to the Club.

The Club extends its grateful thanks to Pearce Webster Dugdales for 
their invaluable and ongoing support of our organisation.
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Articles are now being sought for the next edition of the 

Club’s Journal, which is due out in October 2022

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ARTICLES TO BE INCLUDED IS:
10TH SEPTEMBER 2022

To ensure that the next issue is out in time, we seek your support in 
ensuring that all articles are received by the deadline date.

Remember, if you include photos to include a caption, if you like, and where you would like it 
placed in the article. 

ARTICLES CAN BE SENT VIA

Email: support@ubcvic.org,au 

Post: PO Box 1429, Tullamarine VIC 3043 

Fax: 9335 6900

Privacy policy reminder — re: photos

All people appearing in photos on the Uncle Bobs Club website,  
in our Journal or other Club publicity will need to be recorded either  

verbally or written with permission to use their photo for up to 3 years.

October 2022 
Journal
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